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Quilt show says ‘show me’

AQS negotiates with Springfield, Mo., as deadlines loom fondeelkers

BY C.D. BRADLEY
cdbradley@paducahsun.com
Copyright 2008, The Paducah Sun
The hotelier city officials tried to
lure to Paducah to buy the Executive
Inn now is trying to lure the 2009
American Quilter’s Society Quilt
Show & Contest to Springfield, Mo.
Tourism officials in Springfield

confirmed Tuesday that they were
in discussions with the AQS about

the 2009 show, had made a proposal

and expected an answer by the end
of the month.

Robert Pottberg, general man-
ager of the Springfield Exposition
Center, said AQS requested and was
granted a two-week extension on

Monday; he had previously expected
an answer by the end of the week.
Bonnie Browning, AQS executive
show director, would not confirm
that Springfield was the alternate
site AQS officials said on Monday
they were considering. She said
company officials were talking to
multiple cities but had not requested

extensions on multiple proposals.
The Springfield Exposition Cen-
ter is operated by Springfield-based
John Q. Hammons Hotels. Mayor
Bill Paxton and Downtown Develop-
ment Director Steve Doolittle said
Tuesday that Hammons was the
previously unidentified firm they
had tried to entice to buy and raze

the Executive Inn and build a new
hotel.

Hammons withdrew after
Paducah businessman Ronnie
James announced his own plans to
build a hotel downtown.

City and AQS officials met Monday

Please see QUILT |5A

Dealing

with a population explos

During fawning season

As deer population grows, so do complaints because |

BY STEVE VANTREESE

svantreese @paducahsun.com

It's fawning season.

So, whatever the white-tailed
deer population in the region, with-
in the past several days the number
likely has grown by half.

During late May and early June
in the area, most adult female deer
— does — give hirth to their young.
And a productive lot they are.

, the number of white-tailed deer in the region can grow by half.

“Over about the western two-
thirds of the state, we get about a
50-percent increase with the fawn
crop,” said David Yancy, a senior
deer biologist for the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife Re-
Sources.

“In the mountains of eastern
Kentucky, the food and habitat
there isn't as good, so the fawn crop
isn't as productive,” he said, with

most does having one fawn.

“The fawn crop only is about 35
to 40 percent there. In the west,
though, you can count on the
population going up by about half
as soon as the new fawns hit the
ground,” Yancy said.

Deer population dynamics in
this region’s habitats dictate that in
most cases a whitetail doe is bred
for the first time in her second au-

o ! " I i
STEVE VANTREESE | The Sun

tumn and gives birth to a single
fawn at age 2, biologists say. Typi-
cally, in good habitat, that same
doe gives birth to twin fawns at
age 3 and each spring thereafter
as long as she lives, possibly eight
or 10 years. In fewer cases, does in
prime health in the best habitats
can give birth to triplets.

Please see DEER | 3A

|GNNIing:
Plant a
major step

forward

BY BILL BARTLEMAN
bartleman@paducahsun.com

Construction of a coal-to-diesel
plant in Paducah would be the larg-
est project of its kind in the country
and would be a major step in chang-
ing the country’s energy policies,
U.S. Sen. Jim Bunning says.

Once the permits have been is-
sued and it is clear the plant will be
built, the project would be eligible
for hundreds of millions of dollars
in federal incentives approved in
the 2005 federal energy bill, Bun-
ning said. Efforts will be made to
expand the incentives, he said.

Bunning, Sen. Mitch McConnell
and U.S. Rep. Ed Whitfield said
they have been briefed on the proj-
ect by Paducah economic develop-
ment officials and are following its
development.

Clean Coal Energy Resources of
Louisville is developing the project,

highis expected to involve a $3 bil-
Dt:)nlﬂ Kﬁnt. The compa-
y e e Kentucky Eco-

nomic Development Cabinet seeking
Please see COAL | 5A

A $3 billion coal-to-diesel
plant is the type of pro-
posal the Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly envisioned
when creating special in-
centives for energy proj-
ects. Thursday

Increase In estimated cost ends with decrease
In size of Kentucky Lake, Lake Barkley bridges

BY SHELLEY BYRNE

sbyrne@paducahsun.com

The proposed new U.S. 68/Ky.

80 bridges over Lake Barkley and
Kentucky Lake will be smaller than
originally planned, but still have
four lanes, Rep. Melvin Henley said.
Henley, D-Murray; Rep. Will

Coursey, D-Benton; and judge-exec-

utives Mike Miller, Tony Smith and
Larry Elkins traveled to Frankfort
last week after learning state trans-
portation officials were considering

reducing the bridges’ size to save
money, Henley said.

“We just felt like we really want-
ed four lanes and we didn't want to
settle for anything less,” he said.
“You've got four lanes going over
there, and you're going to have
four lanes in the Land Between the
Lakes, and we just didn't feel like
two-lane bridges would serve our
area adequately.”

The men met with Transportation
Secretary Joe Prather and about

a half dozen members of his staff,
Henley said.

“The upshot was that they're go-
ing to keep them as four lanes,” he
said. “We did accomplish that much.
They will be narrowed somewhat,
but still retain the bicycle path. The
scope of the thing will probably be
sized back. They had some pretty
elaborate superstructure.”

Transportation officials can-
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A crew from EFI

Sun files

of Elizabethtown works on Eggner’s Ferry Bridge
Please see BRIDGES |5A near Aurora in November 2004.
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2. A man was charged
after his 2-year-old was
badly sunburned.
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The Lineup

Today

Westvaco Papermill Retirees,
Spouses and Friends, 8:30 a.m.,
The Parlor, Lone Oak. 554-3492.

One-lane traffic, 9a.m.to 3
p.m., Ky. 58, mile point 3.503, Mar-
shall County.

Lone Oak Kiwanis,
The Parlor. 442-7389.

6:45 a.m.,

Senior Medicare Patrol, pro-
vides information on waste, fraud
and abuse in Medicare system, 1
to 3 p.m., Senior Center, 1400 H.C.
Mathis Drive. 442-8993.

Kentucky Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, assistance filing
benefit claims, 9 a.m. to noon, Na-
tional Guard Armory, Murray. 877-

Photographer spreads lure of Supermal

BY ADAM SHULL
ashull@paducahsun.com

Somehow a commercial photog-
rapher with ties to the inventor of
the modern drinking fountain be-
came a confidant to Hollywood's
superstars.

And we're talking SUPERstars
like late “Superman” actor Chris-
topher Reeve and Noel Neill, who
played “Lois Lane” in the original
television series “Adventures of
Superman,” which first aired in
1948.

“It's just been a stroke of luck
really,” said Jim Bowers by phone
from his home in Reno, Nev.

“| started writing to celebrities
and treating them like people and
not trying to act so much like just
afan,” he said.

What started as a way to pass

To get artwork

At the 30th annual Su-
perman Celebration this
weekend in Metropolis, Ill.,
organizers will give away
copies of Bowers’ work.

At 7 p.m. Friday at the
Baymont Theater during
the 1940s Hollywood Ball,
which will be a tribute to
actress Noel Neill.

At 8 p.m. Saturday dur-
ing a movie tribute to actor
Christopher Reeve.

Provided by Jim Bowers
Jim Bowers (right) stands with ‘Superman’ actor Christopher
Reeve in 1994 at the Atlanta Dixie Trek Convention. Reeve’s ap-
pearance at the fan celebration, his only one, came soon before
he was paralyzed in a fall from a horse.

812-0840. time when he wasn't shooting and
editing photos for marketing com-
panies turned into an obsession, a

Web site now drawing about 2,000

The Superman Celebra-

tion, which begins Thurs-

Hopkins crash kills 3

Associated Press

DAWSON SPRINGS, Ky. — Two
women and a boy died in a Hopkins
County crash involving two pickup
trucks.

A full-size pickup crossed the cen-
ter line of Ky. 109 just north of Dawson
Springs and struck a compact pickup
head-on Monday night, state police said.
All three deaths came in the smaller
truck.

Poalice identify the dead as 34-year-old
Penny Garrison and 12-year-old Jordan
Duke of Dawson Springs and 64-year-
old Beverly Lopez of St. Charles.

Ethan Garrison, 8, who was in the
compact truck, was flown to Deaconess
Hospital in Evansville, Ind., where he
was listed in critical condition.

The driver of the larger truck, Mea-
gan Gibbs of White Plains, and 1-year-
old Avery Gibbs were treated at Madi-
sonville Regional Medical Center and
released.

Head-on collision
Injures Trigg drivers

Staff report

CANTON, Ky. —Two Cadiz residents
remained hospitalized at Vanderbilt
University Medical Center in Nashville,
Tenn., Tuesday after a two-car wreck on
Linton Road, one mile south of Canton.

Shirley Ezell, 67, was driving a 2003
Ford Taurus around 10:45 a.m. Tues-
day when the car dropped off the right
shoulder and then overcorrected into
the path of a 2001 Chevrolet Cavalier
driven by Amber Perry, 19, state police
said. The cars struck head-on.

The Trigg County Rescue Squad
freed both drivers, police said. Perry
was flown to Vanderbilt with multiple
injuries. Ezell was taken to Murray-Cal-
loway County Hospital and transferred
to Vanderbilt, a Murray hospital spokes-
woman said. Patient conditions weren't
available.

Tuesday'’s lottery
Kentucky

9-5-2

7-2-9

Pick 3-midday:
Pick 3-evening:
Pick 4-midday: 5-8-8-6
Pick 4-evening: 1-1-3-4
Cash Ball: 8-13-23-31 CB 31

3Line Lotto:  8-18-23-24-28-36
Illinois

Pick 3-midday: 1-5-8

Pick 3-evening: 2-4-8

Pick 4-midday: 1-5-8-4

Pick 4-evening:  1-6-8-3

Little Lotto:  16-20-24-28-38

Mega Millions:  03-05-15-43-51 CB 11

Est. Mega Millions Jackpot:

hits a day and requests for work
by Hollywood execs.

Over the past 25 years, Bowers
said, he's collected about 4,000
vintage photos and movie clips,
from the first appearance of Su-
perman in print and on television
to the present.

He’s also created graphics and
illustrations of the caped hero.

One of his works appearing on
www.capedwonder.com is this
week’s cover of Current in honor
of the 30th annual Superman Cel-
ebration in Metropolis, IlI., this
weekend.

Some of his work will be given
out to fans, including during a
movie tribute to Reeve.

That timing is only fitting af-
ter the fundraising Bowers helped
with soon after Reeve's accident

day, offers actor Ned Beat-
ty, a new Superman and an
attempt to set a Guinness
World Record.

In Current

in May 1995.

Bowers volunteered with the
Christopher and Dana Reeve
Foundation to help bring in mon-
ey to the paralysis research and
solidified ties to Superman celeb-
rity still strong today.

After building up his collection,
Bowers attended Superman con-
ferences and celebrations where
he made contacts with stars such

as Neill and Reeve, whose only
celebration appearance was in
1994, just before his accident.

A lot of exchanged phone num-
bers and e-mails later, Bowers
found himself on a first name ba-
sis with Reeve, Neill and produc-
ers looking to put out more Super-
man material.

Bowers’ images are in Warner
Bros.-produced DVD box sets,
movie soundtrack artwork and
conference publications.

Equally as impressive as wig-
gling his way into Superman col-
laborations is his ability to do so
with no previous celebrity con-
tacts.

“Well, my wife's great-grandfa-
ther did invent the drinking foun-
tain,” Bowers said.

His wife, Sallie Haws, owns
Haws Corporation, a family busi-
ness started in 1909 after Luther
Haws obtained patents for his
“sanitary drinking faucet” de-
sign.

Regardless of his way into the
Superman circles, Bowers said
he’s fortunate to be there.

With a fully dressed, life-sized
Superman mannequin standing
guard over his office, Bowers
said, “It's been a lot of fun getting
to know people from all over the
world.”

“And it's been really gratifying
sharing these (photos and illus-
trations) with everybody,” he said.

Adam Shull can be contacted
at 575-8653.

$45  million
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Kentucky's guidelines
for ag etiquette and
protocol.

Briefs

Work zone collision injures
drivers on I-24 in Lyon

EDDYVILLE, Ky. — Two people were in- 5§
jured in a wreck at 2:27 p.m. Tuesday on

Interstate 24.

John Helman, 34, of lola, Kan., was
driving west in his pickup truck, near the
52 mile marker, when he approached a
moving work zone that was part of pave-
ment striping, state police said.

Helman apparently passed one of the
vehicles performing the work, but moved
his truck back into the slow lane and hit
another pickup truck performing part of
the work, police said.

Helman’s truck flipped over and landed
on the side of the road.

Holman had multiple injuries and was
flown to Vanderbilt University Medical

Center in Nashville, Tenn., police said. No

information was available on Holman'’s
condition, a hospital spokeswoman said.

Richard Wilson, 47, of Buchanan, Tenn.,

was driving the pickup truck police said
Helman hit.

Wilson was taken to Caldwell County
Hospital, where he was treated for neck
and back pain and released.

2 accused in burglaries
in which guns, crossbow taken

Russell E. Cornwell, 22, and JethM.
Nelson, 19, both of Paducah, remained

jailed after being charged with burglarizing

a home in February, according to Detec-

tive R.J. Caskey of the McCracken County

Sheriff's Department.

Mikel Hays of 3211 Bullard St. re-
ported his home was burglarized Feb. 19
while he was out of town.

Items taken included guns, a CD player,
DVD, crossbow with laser sights and sev-
eral household items valued at more than

$4,000, Caskey said.
Caskey said Cornwell and Nelson are

Coverage of the Salem §

Examination of why
three Paducah hotels hay

Railcars deralil

LANCE DENNEE | The Sun
A crew from Paducah & Louisville Rail-
way work Tuesday afternoon to repair a
crossing on Little Avenue in Paducah af-
ter a railcar derailed, damaging the road-
way. Three cars carrying coal derailed
onto their sides, one car was leaning,
and one end of a locomotive derailed
shortly before 11:30 a.m., said Gerald
Gupton, company assistant vice president
and chief engineer. The derailment dam-
aged about 3,000 feet of track and three
switches, he said. It occurred when the
train was pulling out of the switching yard.

accused of entering the home twice to
take the items. Some of the items were
found at Cornwell's home on Court Yard
West.

Cornwell was charged with two counts
of burglary.

Nelson was charged with one count of
receiving stolen property worth more than
$300, and one count of possession of a
handgun by a convicted felon.

Bond had not been set Tuesday.

From Sun staff reports

Rescue squad,
county leaders
progress in talks

BY MATT SANDERS
msanders@ paducahsun.com

HICKMAN, Ky. — Fulton County Rescue
Squad members plan to attend Monday's
fiscal court to continue discussions
regarding the purchase of an emergency
vehicle, squad treasurer John Cagle said.

Several members of the squad and
Judge-Executive David Gallagher met Fri-
day night informally about purchasing a
truck. It was the first time both the coun-
ty and the squad sat down together since
squad members suspended all emergency
operations at 11:59 p.m. May 21.

Gallagher and Capt. Tony Butler both
said on Tuesday that Friday's discussion
about the truck situation was positive, but
neither elaborated.

“They have the desire to perform the
service they signed on for, and we want
them to perform that service,” Gallagher
said. “We both have common ground to
resolve this. We'll find a point and go from
here. I'm cautiously hopeful.”

Butler agreed.

“They're going to work with us to get a
truck,” Butler said. “It won't be the truck
we had asked for, but everything will work
out. We'll end up with a good deal.”

Both sides were far apart in discussions
before the squad suspended its operations.
Each side recommended the purchase of
a truck. The squad had asked the fiscal
court to purchase an $89,000 truck de-
signed as a rescue vehicle. The fiscal court
said it could not afford it, but countered
with an offer to buy a $30,000 truck.

Matt Sanders can be contacted at
575-8659.
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Kentucky deer
through the years

Pre-settlement: Deer
were plentiful, although the
population is thought to
have fluctuated based on
nut crops and disease cy-
cles. Numbers in the east-
ern mountains may have
never been high because
of leaner food base.

1810: With increasing
human populations, much
of Kentucky’s larger game
animals, bison and elk,
were rapidly disappearing,
and deer numbers were
markedly declining because
of heavy exploitation.

1894 Kentucky legisla-
ture bans killing of any deer
from March 1 to Sept. 1, but
measure did little to reverse
growing scarcity of deer.

1904: First county
game wardens appointed
under authority of county
judges.

1912: Division of
Game and Fish created
within Department of Agri-
culture, funded by sale of
hunting, fishing licenses.

1916: Deer hunting
finally prohibited, but deer
gone from most counties.
Less than 1,000 esti-
mated remaining, chiefly in
Caldwell, Lyon, Trigg and
Christian counties.

1919: Hillman Land
Company imports and
releases 30 white-tailed
deer and 20 fallow deer in
Lyon and Trigg counties in
what later becomes Land
Between the Lakes. Area
for a time declared a state
wildlife refuge.

1935: Refuge in Lyon
and Trigg closes over politi-
cal disputes and, lacking
protection, poaching re-
duces deer herd there to
about 100.

1938: Former Lyon-Trigg
refuge becomes Kentucky
Woodlands National Wildlife
Refuge, providing surviving
deer more protection.

1946: Division of
Game and Fish (under
Department of Conserva-
tion since created in 1936)
launches deer restoration
by establishing refuges,
trapping and relocating deer
from existing populations,
and habitat improvements.

1947: Total of 77
deer captured at Kentucky
Woodlands NWR and Bea-
ver Creek Wildlife Manage-
ment Area and released at
other public areas includ-
ing the Pennyrile State
Forest and Mammoth Cave
National Park.

1954: Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wild-
life Resources (established
1952) switches restoration
efforts to deer releases on
private lands statewide.
Pennyrile Forest and Mam-
moth Cave park become
source for new trapping.

1956: After 40 years

of season closure and de-
cade of restoration, deer
herd estimated at 25,000
statewide. Limited hunting
reopened in 27 counties,
where 7,000 hunters take
about 750 bucks.

1962: Hunting in 42
counties attracts 14,000
hunters, produces just over
5,000-deer harvest.

1964: Kentucky Wood-
lands NWR included in
newly established Land Be-
tween the Lakes recreation
area, after which deer pop-
ulation in the larger public
area flourishes.

1965: Mammoth Cave
and Ballard WMA (estab-
lished 1955) become the
two main sources for trap/
relocate deer.

1970: Deer popula-
tion growing slowly, mostly
stabilized at about 35,000
statewide.

1976: Mandatory
check stations established
in counties where deer
hunting allowed. Hunters
check in 3,431 deer.

1978-81: Estimations
of deer population increase
from 64,000 to 149,000.

1983: Deer popula-
tion estimates range from
167,000 to 181,000.

1984: KDFWR adopts
high-density stocking
— 500 deer per area—in
southeastern counties.

1986: Computer mod-
eling adopted for managing
state’s herd, and program
analyzes data to produce
a deer population estimate
of 206,557.

1989-91: KDFWR
switches from two- to one-
buck season limit for hunters.

1999: Deer trap-
ping/relocation ends with
10,096 having been cap-
tured and moved during 52
years of restoration.

2004: Pre-fawn-
ing population of about
600,000 deer estimated.
Post-fawn crop of about
900,000 estimated. Hunt-
ers report taking a record
(and still all-time high)
124,752 deer.

2007: Post-fawn-
ing population of about
900,000 estimated.

Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife
Resources

DEER: Managers say Kentucky’s deer population is 800,000 to 825,000

CONTINUED FROM 1A

Managers say that, in good
habitat, some fawns will ma-
ture quickly enough to be bred
in their first winter.

Deer would seem to overrun
their space in a short while
with a 50 percent increase each
year, but mortality factors off-
set reproduction.

“Deer numbers in some Jack-
son Purchase counties probably
have gone down a little,” Yancy
said.

Statewide, managers talk in
terms of a Kentucky deer popu-
lation — a post-fawning popu-
lation — of 800,000 to 825,000.
Just about a year ago, the as-
sessment was closer to 900,000,
with some allowances indicat-
ing as many as 1 million.

The biggest factor to offset
the increase are the deer that
Kentucky hunters pack out of
the woods and fields during
firearms, crossbow and ar-
chery seasons.

Kentucky hunters reported
taking 113,436 deer during Sep-
tember-to-January seasons dur-
ing the 2007-08 hunting year.
Kentucky has about 270,000 li-
censed deer hunters.

Kentucky's wildlife manag-
ers don't want more deer in the
western two-thirds of the state.
Current hunting regulations
are intended to reduce deer
populations in most far west-
ern Kentucky counties.

The primary mission has
shifted to deer herd control
rather than deer protection.
Deer almost vanished in Ken-
tucky in the late 1800s and early
1900s. A lack of protection and

Too many deer?

How many deer are
too many?

It depends on what
scale you use to measure
— nature’s or man’'s?

The environmental
ceiling on the deer popu-
lation is what wildlife bi-
ologists call the “biologi-
cal carrying capacity,”
the maximum concentra-
tion of deer that habitat
in an area can support.
Any more and food be-
comes insufficient.

Kentucky’s managers
say the biological carrying
capacity for deer is not
being threatened — not
even close.

There is a thing called
“social carrying capac-
ity” that managers are
tending to use first. Long
before the environment is
biologically full of deer, it
can reach a level at which

overexploitation largely wiped
out the species.

Some early efforts to repopu-
late Kentucky with whitetails
were tried but not really effec-
tive until the 1950s and '60s.
Progress gained more steam
in the "70s and continued to the
growth rates seen today.

Not everyone was pleased
with the growing deer popula-
tion. Deer have a variable diet,
but they place crops such as
soybeans among their favorite
foods.

“Speaking as a landowner,

that people won't let anybody
hunt them there.”

Farming near residential de-
velopments where deer concen-
trate has become costly.

“If you have to replant an
area that's been eaten up by
deer, that costs probably $50 to
$60 an acre,” Boatwright said.

Meanwhile, abundant
deer costs other people prop-
erty damage when wandering
whitetails step in front of ve-
hicles on public highways.

Yancy said Kentucky's re-
ported deer-vehicle collisions
are fewer than those of any
state that borders the common-

the population becomes
increasingly intolerable to
groups of people.

“Crop damage to farm-
ers and a high level of
property damage from
deer-vehicle collisions are
the main factors,” said
David Yancy, Kentucky
Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources deer
biologist.

“You also have to figure
in complaints from peo-

gftgrfglr?g tt;];'rr Szrrclijgr?s wealth. Still, a considerable
raided by deer"g number of motorists collide

with deer, he said.

Figures from State Farm
Insurance show an average of
16,300 projected insurance loss-
es each year from 2002 through
2006 in Kentucky for vehicle
collisions with deer and elk, al-
though elk incidents were rare.

The U.S. Department of
Transportation estimates an
average of $2,000 in damage for
each deer-vehicle crash.

Hunters are slower than ag-
ricultural or insurance inter-
ests to praise deer population
controls, but they have come
around, Yancy said.

He said hunters more com-
monly recognize that a healthy
deer population — with a high-
er percentage of older, larger
and trophy-caliber bucks —
means taking does and reduc-
ing the harvest of immature
bucks.

Yancy said the deer
population is being main-
tained — and in some
areas reduced — to hold
less than the social carry-
ing capacity, yet still pro-
vide for a generous and
healthy herd.

Steve Vantreese

we've got too many deer now,’
said Mike Boatwright, a grain

farmer in western McCracken

County and a former member
of the Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life Commission.

“One of the problems for me
and some others in this area is
that development keeps push-
ing the deer out from subdivi-
sions they're building, and it
concentrates them wherever
they end up,” Boatwright said.
“The deer get pretty comfort-
able around the edges of these
subdivisions, and a problem is

Steve Vantreese can be
contacted at 575-8684.
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Hearing & Balance Education

Of This: Batteries

Most hearing instrument batteries
are what is called a zinc-air type.
This means the air outside the
battery reacts with the zinc inside
the battery to generate power
(energy). Zinc-air batteries are not
acfivated until the tab is removed
from the top of the cell, allowing air
to travel inside the battery. Once
the tab has been removed, the
battery begins to work, however it
can sometimes take a couple of
minutes to do so. If the tab is
replaced, the battery life will not be
prolonged. Zinc-air batteries have
an impressive shelf life of up to
three years when stored in a cool,
dry place. Make sure you don't
store your batteries in  your
refrigerator  since moisture  can
affect them. When buying hearing
aid batteries, make sure they have
a “freshness date.”

Hearing aid batteries are catego-

You’ll Get A Charge Out

rized by the
size and the
color-code
used on the
packaging.
Both size and
color-code
are standardized within the
hearing aid industry. The five sizes
and color-codes are as follows:

{]

Tony Milliano, Au.D., FAAA
Doctor of Audiology

Size Color

5 Red

10 Yellow

13 Orange
3z Brown

675 Blue

DOr. Tony Milliano is the ONLY
Doctor of Audiology in Paducah.
Audiology & Hearing Center is
focated at 150 Brett Chase, Ste. B.
He can Dbe reached at
270.544.6000.

JUNE 15th

FATHERS DAY
EXPO WEEK

June 9th -14th

SWISS

VINTAGE
WAT[:H SH[IW

ROLEX ( cretior OMEGA

Just in Time for Fathers Day!

. Since 19059

Life's
Located Next to BLOCKBUSTER
in front of the mall
270-443-9200
Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm
Fridays til 8pm Ciosed Sundays

(*Not Affiliated with Rolex U.S.A.

b

Audiology ¢
l ]

Hearing Center

Audiology & Hearing Center, an
AudigyCertified™ hearing care practice,
offers the most comprehensive and valuable hearing care experience

with a 100% satisfaction guarantee. We are committed to finding \
solutions that meet your unique lifestyle and incorporate the most \7
advanced hearing technology and professional care you can trust.

| SAID,

“You might want to get
your hearing checked!”

FRUSTRATED WITH YOUR HEARING SYSTEM?

Have it cleaned and inspected by

Call today. 270.554.6000

Tony Milliano, Au.D., FAAA
Doctor of Audiology
Paducah’s ONLY AudigyCertified Professional

150 Brett Chase, Suite B * Paducah, KY 42003

Paducah’s ONLY Doctor of Audiology at no charge!
OFFER EXPIRES

7/15/08

75-Day
TRIAL wy TH

1009

GUARANTEE

- —
amember of AUDIGY GROUP.
-
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Editorial

MERCY

Family placed forgivene
on the scales of justice

The following is an excerpt
reprinted from an editorial in
The Kentucky Enquirer, Fort
Mitchell. Sun editorials will
return soon.

Sometimes you can't
settle a score. Sometimes
you can't undo an injustice.
And sometimes the only
way to right a wrong is,
paradoxically, to forgive it.

Heather Lynn Evans’ family
taught us the stunning power
of such an act when they
pleaded for no jail time for
Virginia truck driver Gregory
Gibson.

On July 24 Gibson blew
through a red light in
Alexandria and crashed into a
pickup truck carrying 14-year-
old Heather and members
of her family. Heather died.
Gibson lived, but with the
burden of his crime.

On May 28, Gibson faced
sentencing after pleading
guilty to reckless homicide
and six counts of assault
for the accident that also
seriously injured Heather’s
mother and younger brother.
His attorney said he hadn't
realized the light had turned
red.

In an act of grace they
said was motivated by their
religious faith and Heather’s
spirit, relatives publicly
forgave Gibson, asked the
judge for leniency, and, outside
the courtroom, embraced him
and wept with him.

Such a scene is a tough
construct for modern
observers who are used to a
world of litigation, accusation
and retribution.

The decision to forgive is
an act of will over feeling.
The Evans family executed it
resolutely.

After 10 months of living

with the aftermath of Gibson’s
actions, they knew the full
weight of the crime they

were forgiving. Heather
wasn't coming home again.
Her mother Leah and little
brother Jacob would live for
years or perhaps forever with
the burden of their injuries.
Life would never be the same
again.

But even in their sorrow
they realized the same was
true for Gregory Gibson, the
father of two teenage girls.

He had been careless and
irresponsible, but he was
sincerely remorseful. He
took responsibility for his
actions. He pleaded guilty to
charges and agreed never to
drive a commercial truck on
roadways again. He apologized
profoundly.

All of that, however, could
never balance out the loss
of a life. So Heather’s family
had to reach beyond emotion
— reason, even — to offer
something Gibson could never
earn.

When mercy is put
on the scale, it doesn't
counterbalance justice.

It wildly outweighs it.

It supplants courtroom
remedies. It overshadows
punishments. It elevates what
is legally appropriate to what
is morally brave.

Those who knew her
will find many ways to
memorialize Heather Evans,
but none will honor her more
than the generosity and grace
of her family’s actions.

We hope that by refusing
to add to a repentant man’s
burden they will somehow
lighten their own heavy
hearts. Their pain, like
Gibson'’s terrible error, doesn’t
go away. It just becomes easier
to bear.
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.BND WHILE
YOU'RE BUSY

TEXTING AHD
DRNING, DO
YOU WANT TO
SENPONETO
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Write to us

THE PADUCAH SUN welcomes letters from readers. Published
letters must include a daytime phone number, signature and
address. All are subject to editing for clarity and brevity. Writers
should limit letters to a maximum of 300 words; shorter letters are
preferred. Letters may be mailed to Viewpoints, The Paducah Sun,
P.O. Box 2300, Paducah, KY 42002-2300. Writers are limited to one
letter per month. Writers may e-mail letters to lcocke @paducahsun.

com.
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ASYOU CAN
SEE, T'M
A EXPERT.
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Now that Sen. Barack Obama
has become the Democrats’
nominee for president of the
United States, to the cheers of
the media at home and abroad,
he has written a letter to the
Secretary of Defense, in a tone
as if he is already president,
addressing one of his subordi- -
nates. Thomas Sowell

The letter ends: “I look for-
ward to your swift response.” been widely publicized is that
With wars going on in both this higher suicide rate is still
Iraq and Afghanistan, a Secre- not as high as the suicide rate
tary of Defense might have some among demographically compa-
other things to look after, before rable civilians.
making a “swift response” to a No one needs to be reminded
political candidate. that suicide is a serious matter,
Because of the widely publi- whether among soldiers or civil-
cized statistic that suicide rates ians. But the media have man-
among American troops have aged to create the impression
gone up, Sen. Obama says he that it is military service over-
wants the Secretary of Defense seas which is the cause of sui-
to tell him, swiftly: cides among American troops,
“What changes will you make when civilians of the same ages
to provide our soldiers in the- and other demographic charac-
ater with real access to mental teristics are committing suicide
health care?” at an even higher rate at home.
“What training has the Pen- Moreover, this is not the first
tagon provided our medical time that military service over-
professionals in theater to rec- seas has been portrayed in the
ognize who might be at risk of media as the cause of problems
committing suicide?” that are worse in the civilian

“What assistance are
you providing families

S¥ledia ignores Obama’s cocky ignorance

rable civilians.

In other words, if military
veterans are not completely
immune to the problems found
among civilians at home, then
the veterans’ problems are to be
blamed on military service — at
least by the mainstream media.

Does Sen. Obama know how
the rate of suicides or homicides
among military veterans com-
pares to the rate of suicides or
homicides among their civilian
counterparts? Do the facts mat-
ter to him, as compared to an
opportunity to score political
points?

Perhaps even more impor-
tant, do the media even care
whether Sen. Obama knows
what he is talking about? Or
is the symbolism of “the first
black president” paramount,
even if that means a president
with cocky ignorance at a time
of national danger?

The media have been crucial
to Barack Obama’s whole can-
didacy. His only achievements
of national significance in his
entire career have been media
achievements and rhetorical
achievements.

Perhaps his greatest
achievement has been

here at home to recog- Perhaps his greatest running as a candidate
nize the risk factors for : with an image wholly
suicide, so that they may aChIevement haS been incompatible with what he

help our service members ru nning as a Candidate has actually been doing

sesssnens  with an image wholly e T e
“What programs has iIncompatible with what  tounite’ us has for years

the Pentagon imple- worked hand in glove, and

mented to help reduce the he haS aCtua"y been contributed both his own

stigma attached to mental doing for decades.

health concerns so that
service members are

money and the taxpayers’
money, to people who have
sought to divide us in the

more likely to seek appropriate population at home. most crude demagogic ways.
care?” The New York Times led With all his expressed con-

All this sounds very plau- the way in making homicides cern about the war in Irag, he
sible, as so many other things committed by returning has not set foot in Iraq for more
that Sen. Obama says sound military veterans a front page than two years — including the
plausible. But, like so many of story, blaming this on “combat very years when progress has
those other things, it will not trauma and the stress of deploy- been made against the terror-
stand up under scrutiny. ment.” Yet the New York Post ists there.

What has been widely publi- showed that the homicide rate You don't need to know the
cized in the media is that sui- among returning veterans is facts when you have cocky ig-
cides among American troops a fraction of the homicide rate norance and the media behind
have gone up. What has not among demographically compa- you.

Letter
Dialogue can help develop building located on the WKCTC campus. A recent
educational partnership letter from the chair of the MS