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The hotelier city officials tried to 

lure to Paducah to buy the Executive 
Inn now is trying to lure the 2009 
American Quilter’s Society Quilt 
Show & Contest to Springfield, Mo.

Tourism officials in Springfield 

confirmed Tuesday that they were 
in discussions with the AQS about 
the 2009 show, had made a proposal 
and expected an answer by the end 
of the month.

Robert Pottberg, general man-
ager of the Springfield Exposition 
Center, said AQS requested and was 
granted a two-week extension on 

Monday; he had previously expected 
an answer by the end of the week.

Bonnie Browning, AQS executive 
show director, would not confirm 
that Springfield was the alternate 
site AQS officials said on Monday 
they were considering. She said 
company officials were talking to 
multiple cities but had not requested 

extensions on multiple proposals.
The Springfield Exposition Cen-

ter is operated by Springfield-based 
John Q. Hammons Hotels. Mayor 
Bill Paxton and Downtown Develop-
ment Director Steve Doolittle said 
Tuesday that Hammons was the 
previously unidentified firm they 
had tried to entice to buy and raze 

the Executive Inn and build a new 
hotel.

H a m mon s  w i t hd rew a f t e r 
Paducah businessman Ronnie 
James announced his own plans to 
build a hotel downtown.

City and AQS officials met Monday 

Quilt show says ‘show me’
AQS negotiates with Springfield, Mo., as deadlines loom for decision makers
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SUPER CURRENT: Metropolis gears up for this week’s 30th Superman Festival. | INSIDE

Five Things That Will Make You Smarter

1.  Several cooks and 
restaurants claim to be 
the first to make a mod-
ern-day hamburger.  1C

2.  A man was charged 
after his 2-year-old was 
badly sunburned.  7A

3.  Patrick Swayze 
starred in two movies with 
Jennifer Grey: “Red Dawn” 
and “Dirty Dancing.”  4D

4.  A bill to impose a 
25 percent tax on Big Oil 
fell nine votes short.  5B

5.  A recent study 
found that teens and 
tweens who reported 
exercising daily were 40 
percent less likely as 
their sedentary counter-
parts to start smoking 
marijuana.  1D

Partly sunny.

Please see QUILT | 5A

Sun files

A crew from EFI  of Elizabethtown works on Eggner’s Ferry Bridge 
near Aurora in November 2004.

BY BILL BARTLEMAN
bartleman@paducahsun.com

Construction of a coal-to-diesel 
plant in Paducah would be the larg-
est project of its kind in the country 
and would be a major step in chang-
ing the country’s energy policies, 
U.S. Sen. Jim Bunning says.

Once the permits have been is-
sued and it is clear the plant will be 
built, the project would be eligible 
for hundreds of millions of dollars 
in federal incentives approved in 
the 2005 federal energy bill, Bun-
ning said. Efforts will be made to 
expand the incentives, he said.

Bunning, Sen. Mitch McConnell 
and U.S. Rep. Ed Whitfield said 
they have been briefed on the proj-
ect by Paducah economic develop-
ment officials and are following its 
development.

Clean Coal Energy Resources of 
Louisville is developing the project, 
which is expected to involve a $3 bil-
lion initial investment. The compa-
ny has applied to the Kentucky Eco-
nomic Development Cabinet seeking 

Please see COAL | 5A

Bunning: 
Plant a 
major step 
forward

A $3 billion coal-to-diesel 
plant is the type of pro-
posal the Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly envisioned 
when creating special in-
centives for energy proj-
ects.  Thursday
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BY SHELLEY BYRNE
sbyrne@paducahsun.com

The proposed new U.S. 68/Ky. 
80 bridges over Lake Barkley and 
Kentucky Lake will be smaller than 
originally planned, but still have 
four lanes, Rep. Melvin Henley said.

Henley, D-Murray; Rep. Wil l 
Coursey, D-Benton; and judge-exec-
utives Mike Miller, Tony Smith and 
Larry Elkins traveled to Frankfort 
last week after learning state trans-
portation officials were considering 

reducing the bridges’ size to save 
money, Henley said.

“We just felt like we really want-
ed four lanes and we didn’t want to 
settle for anything less,” he said. 
“You’ve got four lanes going over 
there, and you’re going to have 
four lanes in the Land Between the 
Lakes, and we just didn’t feel like 
two-lane bridges would serve our 
area adequately.”

The men met with Transportation 
Secretary Joe Prather and about 

a half dozen members of his staff, 
Henley said.

“The upshot was that they’re go-
ing to keep them as four lanes,” he 
said. “We did accomplish that much. 
They will be narrowed somewhat, 
but still retain the bicycle path. The 
scope of the thing will probably be 
sized back. They had some pretty 
elaborate superstructure.”

Transportation of f icials can-

Increase in estimated cost ends with decrease 
in size of Kentucky Lake, Lake Barkley bridges

Please see BRIDGES | 5A

STEVE VANTREESE | The Sun

During fawning season , the number of white-tailed deer in the region can grow by half.

BY STEVE VANTREESE
svantreese@paducahsun.com

It’s fawning season. 
So, whatever the white-tailed 

deer population in the region, with-
in the past several days the number 
likely has grown by half.

During late May and early June 
in the area, most adult female deer 
— does — give birth to their young. 
And a productive lot they are.

“Over about the western two-
thirds of the state, we get about a 
50-percent increase with the fawn 
crop,” said David Yancy, a senior 
deer biologist for the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources.

“In the mountains of eastern 
Kentucky, the food and habitat 
there isn’t as good, so the fawn crop 
isn’t as productive,” he said, with 

most does having one fawn. 
“The fawn crop only is about 35 

to 40 percent there. In the west, 
though, you can count on the 
population going up by about half 
as soon as the new fawns hit the 
ground,” Yancy said.

Deer population dynamics in 
this region’s habitats dictate that in 
most cases a whitetail doe is bred 
for the first time in her second au-

tumn and gives birth to a single 
fawn at age 2, biologists say. Typi-
cally, in good habitat, that same 
doe gives birth to twin fawns at 
age 3 and each spring thereafter 
as long as she lives, possibly eight 
or 10 years. In fewer cases, does in 
prime health in the best habitats 
can give birth to triplets.

As deer population grows, so do complaints because of them

Dealing with a population explosion

Please see DEER | 3A



Today

Westvaco Papermill Retirees,  
Spouses and Friends, 8:30 a.m., 
The Parlor, Lone Oak. 554-3492.

One-lane traffic,  9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Ky. 58, mile point 3.503, Mar-
shall County.

Lone Oak Kiwanis,  6:45 a.m., 
The Parlor. 442-7389.

Senior Medicare Patrol,  pro-
vides information on waste, fraud 
and abuse in Medicare system, 1 
to 3 p.m., Senior Center, 1400 H.C. 
Mathis Drive. 442-8993.

Kentucky Department of Vet-
erans Affairs,  assistance filing 
benefit claims, 9 a.m. to noon, Na-
tional Guard Armory, Murray. 877-
812-0840.
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The Lineup

Miss a day miss a lot. Coming Up ...
THURSDAY

�  Fun things to do in 
downtown Paducah.

Lowdown

�  Kentucky’s guidelines 
for � ag etiquette and 
protocol.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

�  Coverage of the Salem 
Garden Tour.

Home

�  Examination of why 
three Paducah hotels have 
closed in recent years.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

�  Will Edwards win again  
at Michigan International?

Sports

�  60th anniversary 
of Alben W. Barkley’s 
selection as vice president.

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

�  Fun suggestions for 
beating the summer heat.

Current

To subscribe, call 800-959-1771.

Tuesday’s lottery
Kentucky

Pick 3-midday:  9-5-2
Pick 3-evening:  7-2-9
Pick 4-midday:  5-8-8-6
Pick 4-evening:  1-1-3-4
Cash Ball: 8-13-23-31  CB 31
3 Line Lotto:  8-18-23-24-28-36

Illinois
Pick 3-midday: 1-5-8
Pick 3-evening:  2-4-8
Pick 4-midday:  1-5-8-4
Pick 4-evening:  1-6-8-3
Little Lotto: 16-20-24-28-38
Mega Millions:  03-05-15-43-51 CB 11
Est. Mega Millions Jackpot: 
                                      $45 million

 BY ADAM SHULL
ashull@paducahsun.com

Somehow a commercial photog-
rapher with ties to the inventor of 
the modern drinking fountain be-
came a confidant to Hollywood’s 
superstars. 

And we’re talking SUPERstars 
like late “Superman” actor Chris-
topher Reeve and Noel Neill, who 
played “Lois Lane” in the original 
television series “Adventures of 
Superman,” which first aired in 
1948.

“It’s just been a stroke of luck 
really,” said Jim Bowers by phone 
from his home in Reno, Nev. 

“I started writing to celebrities 
and treating them like people and 
not trying to act so much like just 
a fan,” he said.

What started as a way to pass 
time when he wasn’t shooting and 
editing photos for marketing com-
panies turned into an obsession, a 
Web site now drawing about 2,000 
hits a day and requests for work 
by Hollywood execs.

Over the past 25 years, Bowers 
said, he’s collected about 4,000 
vintage photos and movie clips, 
from the first appearance of Su-
perman in print and on television 
to the present.

He’s also created graphics and 
illustrations of the caped hero.

One of his works appearing on 
www.capedwonder.com is this 
week’s cover of Current in honor 
of the 30th annual Superman Cel-
ebration in Metropolis, Ill., this 
weekend.

Some of his work will be given 
out to fans, including during a 
movie tribute to Reeve.

That timing is only fitting af-
ter the fundraising Bowers helped 
with soon after Reeve’s accident 

in May 1995.
Bowers volunteered with the 

Christopher and Dana Reeve 
Foundation to help bring in mon-
ey to the paralysis research and 
solidified ties to Superman celeb-
rity still strong today.

After building up his collection, 
Bowers attended Superman con-
ferences and celebrations where 
he made contacts with stars such 

as Neill and Reeve, whose only 
celebration appearance was in 
1994, just before his accident.

A lot of exchanged phone num-
bers and e-mails later, Bowers 
found himself on a first name ba-
sis with Reeve, Neill and produc-
ers looking to put out more Super-
man material.

Bowers’ images are in Warner 
Bros.-produced DVD box sets, 
movie soundtrack artwork and 
conference publications.

Equally as impressive as wig-
gling his way into Superman col-
laborations is his ability to do so 
with no previous celebrity con-
tacts.

“Well, my wife’s great-grandfa-
ther did invent the drinking foun-
tain,” Bowers said.

His wife, Sallie Haws, owns 
Haws Corporation, a family busi-
ness started in 1909 after Luther 
Haws obtained patents for his 
“sanitary drinking faucet” de-
sign.

Regardless of his way into the 
Superman circles, Bowers said 
he’s fortunate to be there.

With a fully dressed, life-sized 
Superman mannequin standing 
guard over his office, Bowers 
said, “It’s been a lot of fun getting 
to know people from all over the 
world.”

“And it’s been really gratifying 
sharing these (photos and illus-
trations) with everybody,” he said.

   
Adam Shull can be contacted 
at 575-8653.

Photographer spreads lure of Superman

Provided by Jim Bowers

Jim Bowers (right) stands with ‘Superman’ actor Christopher 
Reeve in 1994 at the Atlanta Dixie Trek Convention. Reeve’s ap-
pearance at the fan celebration, his only one, came soon before 
he was paralyzed in a fall from a horse.

To get artwork
At the 30th annual Su-

perman Celebration this 
weekend in Metropolis, Ill., 
organizers will give away 
copies of Bowers’ work.

�  At 7 p.m. Friday at the 
Baymont Theater during 
the 1940s Hollywood Ball, 
which will be a tribute to 
actress Noel Neill.

�  At 8 p.m. Saturday dur-
ing a movie tribute to actor 
Christopher Reeve. 

The Superman Celebra-

tion, which begins Thurs-

day, offers actor Ned Beat-

ty, a new Superman and an 

attempt to set a Guinness 

World Record.

In Current

Briefs
Work zone collision injures 
drivers on I-24 in Lyon

 EDDYVILLE, Ky. — Two people were in-
jured in a wreck at 2:27 p.m. Tuesday on 
Interstate 24.

John Helman, 34, of Iola, Kan., was 
driving west in his pickup truck, near the 
52 mile marker, when he approached a 
moving work zone that was part of pave-
ment striping, state police said.

Helman apparently passed one of the 
vehicles performing the work, but moved 
his truck back into the slow lane and hit 
another pickup truck performing part of 
the work, police said.

Helman’s truck flipped over and landed 
on the side of the road.

Holman had multiple injuries and was 
flown to Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center in Nashville, Tenn., police said. No 
information was available on Holman’s 
condition, a hospital spokeswoman said.

Richard Wilson, 47, of Buchanan, Tenn., 
was driving the pickup truck police said 
Helman hit.

Wilson was taken to Caldwell County 
Hospital, where he was treated for neck 
and back pain and released.

2 accused in burglaries
in which guns, crossbow taken

Russell E. Cornwell, 22, and Jeth  M. 
Nelson, 19, both of Paducah, remained 
jailed after being charged with burglarizing 
a home in February, according to Detec-
tive R.J. Caskey of the McCracken County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Mikel  Hays of 3211 Bullard St. re-
ported his home was burglarized Feb. 19 
while he was out of town.

Items taken included guns, a CD player, 
DVD, crossbow with laser sights and sev-
eral household items valued at more than 
$4,000, Caskey said. 

Caskey said Cornwell and Nelson are 

accused of entering the home twice to 
take the items. Some of the items were 
found at Cornwell’s home on Court Yard 
West. 

Cornwell was charged with two counts 
of burglary.

Nelson was charged with one count of 
receiving stolen property worth more than 
$300, and one count of possession of a 
handgun by a convicted felon.

Bond had not been set Tuesday.
From Sun staff reports

BY MATT SANDERS
msanders@paducahsun.com

HICKMAN, Ky. — Fulton County Rescue 
Squad members plan to attend Monday’s 
f iscal court to continue discussions 
regarding the purchase of an emergency 
vehicle, squad treasurer John Cagle said.

Several members of the squad and 
Judge-Executive David Gallagher met Fri-
day night informally about purchasing a 
truck. It was the first time both the coun-
ty and the squad sat down together since 
squad members suspended all emergency 
operations at 11:59 p.m. May 21.

Gallagher and Capt. Tony Butler both 
said on Tuesday that Friday’s discussion 
about the truck situation was positive, but 
neither elaborated.

“They have the desire to perform the 
service they signed on for, and we want 
them to perform that service,” Gallagher 
said. “We both have common ground to 
resolve this. We’ll find a point and go from 
here. I’m cautiously hopeful.”

Butler agreed.
“They’re going to work with us to get a 

truck,” Butler said. “It won’t be the truck 
we had asked for, but everything will work 
out. We’ll end up with a good deal.”

Both sides were far apart in  discussions 
before the squad suspended its operations. 
Each side recommended the purchase of 
a truck. The squad had asked the fiscal 
court to purchase an $89,000 truck de-
signed as a rescue vehicle. The fiscal court 
said it could not afford it, but countered 
with an offer to buy a $30,000 truck.

Matt Sanders can be contacted at 
575-8659.

Rescue squad, 
county leaders
progress in talks

LANCE DENNEE | The Sun

A crew from Paducah & Louisville Rail-
way work Tuesday afternoon to repair a 
crossing on Little Avenue in Paducah af-
ter a railcar derailed, damaging the road-
way. Three cars carrying coal derailed 
onto their sides, one car was leaning, 
and one end of a locomotive derailed 
shortly before 11:30 a.m., said Gerald 
Gupton, company assistant vice president 
and chief engineer. The derailment dam-
aged about 3,000 feet of track and three 
switches, he said. It occurred when the 
train was pulling out of the switching yard.          

Railcars derail

 Staff report
CANTON, Ky. — Two Cadiz residents 

remained hospitalized at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center in Nashville, 
Tenn., Tuesday after a two-car wreck on 
Linton Road, one mile south of Canton.

Shirley Ezell, 67, was driving a 2003 
Ford Taurus around 10:45 a.m. Tues-
day when the car dropped off the right 
shoulder and then overcorrected into 
the path of a 2001 Chevrolet Cavalier 
driven by Amber Perry, 19, state police 
said. The cars struck head-on.

The Trigg County Rescue Squad 
freed both drivers, police said. Perry 
was flown to Vanderbilt with multiple 
injuries. Ezell was taken to Murray-Cal-
loway County Hospital and transferred 
to Vanderbilt, a Murray hospital spokes-
woman said. Patient conditions weren’t 
available.

Head-on collision
injures Trigg drivers 

Associated Press

DAWSON SPRINGS, Ky. — Two 
women and a boy died in a Hopkins 
County crash involving two pickup 
trucks.

A full-size pickup crossed the cen-
ter line of Ky. 109 just north of Dawson 
Springs and struck a compact pickup 
head-on Monday night, state police said. 
All three deaths came in the smaller 
truck.

Police identify the dead as 34-year-old 
Penny Garrison and 12-year-old Jordan 
Duke of Dawson Springs and 64-year-
old Beverly Lopez of St. Charles.

Ethan Garrison, 8, who was in the 
compact truck, was flown to Deaconess 
Hospital in Evansville, Ind., where he 
was listed in critical condition.

The driver of the larger truck, Mea-
gan Gibbs of White Plains, and 1-year-
old Avery Gibbs were treated at Madi-
sonville Regional Medical Center and 
released.

Hopkins crash kills 3
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Managers say that, in good 
habitat, some fawns will ma-
ture quickly enough to be bred 
in their first winter.

Deer would seem to overrun 
their space in a short while 
with a 50 percent increase each 
year, but mortality factors off-
set reproduction. 

“Deer numbers in some Jack-
son Purchase counties probably 
have gone down a little,” Yancy 
said. 

Statewide, managers talk in 
terms of a Kentucky deer popu-
lation — a post-fawning popu-
lation — of 800,000 to 825,000. 
Just about a year ago, the as-
sessment was closer to 900,000, 
with some allowances indicat-
ing as many as 1 million. 

The biggest factor to offset 
the increase are the deer that 
Kentucky hunters pack out of 
the woods and fields during 
firearms, crossbow and ar-
chery seasons.

Kentucky hunters reported 
taking 113,436 deer during Sep-
tember-to-January seasons dur-
ing the 2007-08 hunting year. 
Kentucky has about 270,000 li-
censed deer hunters.

Kentucky’s wildlife manag-
ers don’t want more deer in the 
western two-thirds of the state. 
Current hunting regulations 
are intended to reduce deer 
populations in most far west-
ern Kentucky counties.

The primary mission has 
shifted to deer herd control 
rather than deer protection. 
Deer almost vanished in Ken-
tucky in the late 1800s and early 
1900s. A lack of protection and 

overexploitation largely wiped 
out the species. 

Some early efforts to repopu-
late Kentucky with whitetails 
were tried but not really effec-
tive until the 1950s and ’60s. 
Progress gained more steam 
in the ’70s and continued to the 
growth rates seen today.

Not everyone was pleased 
with the growing deer popula-
tion. Deer have a variable diet, 
but they place crops such as 
soybeans among their favorite 
foods. 

“Speaking as a landowner, 

we’ve got too many deer now,” 
said Mike Boatwright, a grain 
farmer in western McCracken 
County and a former member 
of the Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life Commission.

“One of the problems for me 
and some others in this area is 
that development keeps push-
ing the deer out from subdivi-
sions they’re building, and it 
concentrates them wherever 
they end up,” Boatwright said. 
“The deer get pretty comfort-
able around the edges of these 
subdivisions, and a problem is 

that people won’t let anybody 
hunt them there.”

Farming near residential de-
velopments where deer concen-
trate has become costly.

“If you have to replant an 
area that’s been eaten up by 
deer, that costs probably $50 to 
$60 an acre,” Boatwright said. 

Meanwhi le,  abundant 
deer costs other people prop-
erty damage when wandering 
whitetails step in front of ve-
hicles on public highways. 

Yancy said Kentucky’s re-
ported deer-vehicle collisions 
are fewer than those of any 
state that borders the common-
wealth. Still, a considerable 
number of motorists collide 
with deer, he said.

Figures from State Farm 
Insurance show an average of 
16,300 projected insurance loss-
es each year from 2002 through 
2006 in Kentucky for vehicle 
collisions with deer and elk, al-
though elk incidents were rare.

The U.S. Department of 
Transportation estimates an 
average of $2,000 in damage for 
each deer-vehicle crash.

Hunters are slower than ag-
ricultural or insurance inter-
ests to praise deer population 
controls, but they have come 
around, Yancy said.

He said hunters more com-
monly recognize that a healthy 
deer population — with a high-
er percentage of older, larger 
and trophy-caliber bucks — 
means taking does and reduc-
ing the harvest of immature 
bucks. 

Steve Vantreese can be 
contacted at 575-8684.

 Pre-settlement: Deer 
were plentiful, although the 
population is thought to 
have fluctuated based on 
nut crops and disease cy-
cles. Numbers in the east-
ern mountains may have 
never been high because 
of leaner food base.

 1810: With increasing 
human populations, much 
of Kentucky’s larger game 
animals, bison and elk, 
were rapidly disappearing, 
and deer numbers were 
markedly declining because 
of heavy exploitation.

 1894: Kentucky legisla-
ture bans killing of any deer 
from March 1 to Sept. 1, but 
measure did little to reverse 
growing scarcity of deer.

 1904: First county 
game wardens appointed 
under authority of county 
judges.

 1912: Division of 
Game and Fish created 
within Department of Agri-
culture, funded by sale of 
hunting, fishing licenses.

 1916: Deer hunting 
finally prohibited, but deer 
gone from most counties. 
Less than 1,000 esti-
mated remaining, chiefly in 
Caldwell, Lyon, Trigg and 
Christian counties.

 1919: Hillman Land 
Company imports and 
releases 30 white-tailed 
deer and 20 fallow deer in 
Lyon and Trigg counties in 
what later becomes Land 
Between the Lakes. Area 
for a time declared a state 
wildlife refuge.

 1935: Refuge in Lyon 
and Trigg closes over politi-
cal disputes and, lacking 
protection, poaching re-
duces deer herd there to 
about 100.

 1938: Former Lyon-Trigg 
refuge becomes Kentucky 
Woodlands National Wildlife 
Refuge, providing surviving 
deer more protection.

 1946: Division of 
Game and Fish (under 
Department of Conserva-
tion since created in 1936) 
launches deer restoration 
by establishing refuges, 
trapping and relocating deer 
from existing populations, 
and habitat improvements.

 1947: Total of 77 
deer captured at Kentucky 
Woodlands NWR and Bea-
ver Creek Wildlife Manage-
ment Area and released at 
other public areas includ-
ing the Pennyrile State 
Forest and Mammoth Cave 
National Park.

 1954: Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wild-
life Resources (established 
1952) switches restoration 
efforts to deer releases on 
private lands statewide. 
Pennyrile Forest and Mam-
moth Cave park become 
source for new trapping.

 1956: After 40 years 

of season closure and de-
cade of restoration, deer 
herd estimated at 25,000 
statewide. Limited hunting 
reopened in 27 counties, 
where 7,000 hunters take 
about 750 bucks.

 1962: Hunting in 42 
counties attracts 14,000 
hunters, produces just over 
5,000-deer harvest.

 1964: Kentucky Wood-
lands NWR included in 
newly established Land Be-
tween the Lakes recreation 
area, after which deer pop-
ulation in the larger public 
area flourishes.

 1965: Mammoth Cave 
and Ballard WMA (estab-
lished 1955) become the 
two main sources for trap/
relocate deer.

 1970: Deer popula-
tion growing slowly, mostly 
stabilized at about 35,000 
statewide.

 1976: Mandatory 
check stations established 
in counties where deer 
hunting allowed. Hunters 
check in 3,431 deer.

 1978-81: Estimations 
of deer population increase 
from 64,000 to 149,000.

 1983: Deer popula-
tion estimates range from 
167,000 to 181,000.

 1984: KDFWR adopts 
high-density stocking 
— 500 deer per area — in 
southeastern counties.

 1986: Computer mod-
eling adopted for managing 
state’s herd, and program 
analyzes data to produce 
a deer population estimate 
of 206,557.

 1989-91: KDFWR 
switches from two- to one-
buck season limit for hunters.

 1999: Deer trap-
ping/relocation ends with 
10,096 having been cap-
tured and moved during 52 
years of restoration.

 2004: Pre-fawn-
ing population of about 
600,000 deer estimated. 
Post-fawn crop of about 
900,000 estimated. Hunt-
ers report taking a record 
(and still all-time high) 
124,752 deer.

 2007: Post-fawn-
ing population of about 
900,000 estimated.

Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 

Resources

Kentucky deer 
through the years

DEER:  Managers say Kentucky’s deer population is 800,000 to 825,000

CONTINUED FROM 1A

How many deer are 
too many?

It depends on what 
scale you use to measure 
— nature’s or man’s?

The environmental 
ceiling on the deer popu-
lation is what wildlife bi-
ologists call the “biologi-
cal carrying capacity,” 
the maximum concentra-
tion of deer that habitat 
in an area can support. 
Any more and food be-
comes insufficient.

Kentucky’s managers 
say the biological carrying 
capacity for deer is not 
being threatened — not 
even close.

There is a thing called 
“social carrying capac-
ity” that managers are 
tending to use first. Long 
before the environment is 
biologically full of deer, it 
can reach a level at which 

the population becomes 
increasingly intolerable to 
groups of people.

“Crop damage to farm-
ers and a high level of 
property damage from 
deer-vehicle collisions are 
the main factors,” said 
David Yancy, Kentucky 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources deer 
biologist.

“You also have to figure 
in complaints from peo-
ple getting their shrubs 
eaten and their gardens 
raided by deer.”

Yancy said the deer 
population is being main-
tained — and in some 
areas reduced — to hold 
less than the social carry-
ing capacity, yet still pro-
vide for a generous and 
healthy herd.

Steve Vantreese

Too many deer?
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MERCY
Family placed forgiveness

on the scales of justice
Media ignores Obama’s cocky ignorance

Editorial

Letter

The following is an excerpt 
reprinted from an editorial in 
The Kentucky Enquirer, Fort 
Mitchell. Sun editorials will 
return soon.

Sometimes you can’t 
settle a score. Sometimes 
you can’t undo an injustice. 
And sometimes the only 
way to right a wrong is, 
paradoxically, to forgive it.

Heather Lynn Evans’ family 
taught us the stunning power 
of such an act when they 
pleaded for no jail time for 
Virginia truck driver Gregory 
Gibson.

On July 24 Gibson blew 
through a red light in 
Alexandria and crashed into a 
pickup truck carrying 14-year-
old Heather and members 
of her family. Heather died. 
Gibson lived, but with the 
burden of his crime.

On May 28, Gibson faced 
sentencing after pleading 
guilty to reckless homicide 
and six counts of assault 
for the accident that also 
seriously injured Heather’s 
mother and younger brother. 
His attorney said he hadn’t 
realized the light had turned 
red.

In an act of grace they 
said was motivated by their 
religious faith and Heather’s 
spirit, relatives publicly 
forgave Gibson, asked the 
judge for leniency, and, outside 
the courtroom, embraced him 
and wept with him.

Such a scene is a tough 
construct for modern 
observers who are used to a 
world of litigation, accusation 
and retribution.

The decision to forgive is 
an act of will over feeling. 
The Evans family executed it 
resolutely.

After 10 months of living 

with the aftermath of Gibson’s 
actions, they knew the full 
weight of the crime they 
were forgiving. Heather 
wasn’t coming home again. 
Her mother Leah and little 
brother Jacob would live for 
years or perhaps forever with 
the burden of their injuries. 
Life would never be the same 
again.

But even in their sorrow 
they realized the same was 
true for Gregory Gibson, the 
father of two teenage girls.

He had been careless and 
irresponsible, but he was 
sincerely remorseful. He 
took responsibility for his 
actions. He pleaded guilty to 
charges and agreed never to 
drive a commercial truck on 
roadways again. He apologized 
profoundly.

All of that, however, could 
never balance out the loss 
of a life. So Heather’s family 
had to reach beyond emotion 
— reason, even — to offer 
something Gibson could never 
earn.

When mercy is put 
on the scale, it doesn’t 
counterbalance justice. 
It wildly outweighs it. 
It supplants courtroom 
remedies. It overshadows 
punishments. It elevates what 
is legally appropriate to what 
is morally brave.

Those who knew her 
will find many ways to 
memorialize Heather Evans, 
but none will honor her more 
than the generosity and grace 
of her family’s actions.

We hope that by refusing 
to add to a repentant man’s 
burden they will somehow 
lighten their own heavy 
hearts. Their pain, like 
Gibson’s terrible error, doesn’t 
go away. It just becomes easier 
to bear.

Now that Sen. Barack Obama 
has become the Democrats’ 
nominee for president of the 
United States, to the cheers of 
the media at home and abroad, 
he has written a letter to the 
Secretary of Defense, in a tone 
as if he is already president, 
addressing one of his subordi-
nates.

The letter ends: “I look for-
ward to your swift response.”

With wars going on in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan, a Secre-
tary of Defense might have some 
other things to look after, before 
making a “swift response” to a 
political candidate.

Because of the widely publi-
cized statistic that suicide rates 
among American troops have 
gone up, Sen. Obama says he 
wants the Secretary of Defense 
to tell him, swiftly:

“What changes will you make 
to provide our soldiers in the-
ater with real access to mental 
health care?”

“What training has the Pen-
tagon provided our medical 
professionals in theater to rec-
ognize who might be at risk of 
committing suicide?”

“What assistance are 
you providing families 
here at home to recog-
nize the risk factors for 
suicide, so that they may 
help our service members 
get the assistance they 
need?”

“What programs has 
the Pentagon imple-
mented to help reduce the 
stigma attached to mental 
health concerns so that 
service members are 
more likely to seek appropriate 
care?”

All this sounds very plau-
sible, as so many other things 
that Sen. Obama says sound 
plausible. But, like so many of 
those other things, it will not 
stand up under scrutiny.

What has been widely publi-
cized in the media is that sui-
cides among American troops 
have gone up. What has not 

been widely publicized is that 
this higher suicide rate is still 
not as high as the suicide rate 
among demographically compa-
rable civilians.

No one needs to be reminded 
that suicide is a serious matter, 
whether among soldiers or civil-
ians. But the media have man-
aged to create the impression 
that it is military service over-
seas which is the cause of sui-
cides among American troops, 
when civilians of the same ages 
and other demographic charac-
teristics are committing suicide 
at an even higher rate at home.

Moreover, this is not the first 
time that military service over-
seas has been portrayed in the 
media as the cause of problems 
that are worse in the civilian 

population at home.
The New York Times led 

the way in making homicides 
committed by returning 
military veterans a front page 
story, blaming this on “combat 
trauma and the stress of deploy-
ment.” Yet the New York Post 
showed that the homicide rate 
among returning veterans is 
a fraction of the homicide rate 
among demographically compa-

rable civilians.
In other words, if military 

veterans are not completely 
immune to the problems found 
among civilians at home, then 
the veterans’ problems are to be 
blamed on military service — at 
least by the mainstream media.

Does Sen. Obama know how 
the rate of suicides or homicides 
among military veterans com-
pares to the rate of suicides or 
homicides among their civilian 
counterparts? Do the facts mat-
ter to him, as compared to an 
opportunity to score political 
points?

Perhaps even more impor-
tant, do the media even care 
whether Sen. Obama knows 
what he is talking about? Or 
is the symbolism of “the first 
black president” paramount, 
even if that means a president 
with cocky ignorance at a time 
of national danger?

The media have been crucial 
to Barack Obama’s whole can-
didacy. His only achievements 
of national significance in his 
entire career have been media 
achievements and rhetorical 
achievements.

Perhaps his greatest 
achievement has been 
running as a candidate 
with an image wholly 
incompatible with what he 
has actually been doing 
for decades. This man who 
is now supposedly going 
to “unite” us has for years 
worked hand in glove, and 
contributed both his own 
money and the taxpayers’ 
money, to people who have 
sought to divide us in the 

most crude demagogic ways.
With all his expressed con-

cern about the war in Iraq, he 
has not set foot in Iraq for more 
than two years — including the 
very years when progress has 
been made against the terror-
ists there.

You don’t need to know the 
facts when you have cocky ig-
norance and the media behind 
you.

Thomas Sowell

Dialogue can help develop
educational partnership
EDITOR:

Thank you for your thoughtful editorial of May 
23, entitled “Symbiosis-MSU, WKCTC can both 
benefit from cooperation.” WKCTC and MSU both 
have certain specific educational missions as-
signed to them by the Commonwealth, but there 
is one overriding goal that both share — that of 
increasing the numbers of citizens that hold some 
level of post-secondary education in our area. In 
fact, the legislature has mandated that Kentucky 
“Double the Numbers” of its citizens receiving 
post-secondary degrees by 2020.

The motivation for this goal is simple. Ken-
tucky lags far behind the nation in per capita 
income. National research studies have shown 
that increases in income are directly linked to 
higher education attainment at all levels. For 
this reason, we strongly supported the initiative 
submitted by MSU at the Chamber of Commerce 
Community Forum last fall to expand its campus 
in Paducah. We, along with the Chamber of Com-
merce, the city and county, and GPEDC went on 
record supporting expanded educational access. 
Since that time, MSU has formed a task force to 
study the various options for MSU to improve its 
services in Paducah. The task force has deter-
mined that its preferred option is to have its own 

building located on the WKCTC campus. A recent 
letter from the chair of the MSU Board of Regents 
has requested our discussion and feedback on this 
proposal, and we look forward to participating in 
that discussion.

At the same time, we feel that this is an op-
portune time to engage in a vigorous discussion 
regarding all aspects of higher education needs 
within the region. With the current constrained 
budget available to higher education in Kentucky, 
it behooves us to ensure that any proposal we sup-
port provides maximum access and educational 
program availability to our student customers.

Murray State’s expansion in Paducah is an im-
portant element in a broader vision of enhanced 
educational access and student success. Now is 
the time to determine the strategic education 
needs of the region and define what else is needed. 
This dialogue can help in developing a regional 
vision of educational partnership that may not 
present itself again for many years.

ANNE GWINN
Chair, PJC, Inc.

KEN WHEELER
Past Chair, PJC, Inc.
BARBARA VEAZEY

President
West Kentucky Community

 & Technical College

Perhaps his greatest 
achievement has been 
running as a candidate 
with an image wholly 

incompatible with what 
he has actually been 
doing for decades.

Write to us
THE PADUCAH SUN welcomes letters from readers. Published 

letters must include a daytime phone number, signature and 
address. All are subject to editing for clarity and brevity. Writers 
should limit letters to a maximum of 300 words; shorter letters are 
preferred. Letters may be mailed to Viewpoints, The Paducah Sun, 
P.O. Box 2300, Paducah, KY 42002-2300. Writers are limited to one 
letter per month. Writers may e-mail letters to lcocke@paducahsun.
com.
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celed a publ ic meeting 
on the bridges last week 
which had been scheduled 
for Thursday at Lake Bar-
kley State Resort Park af-
ter learning of projected 
cost increases, said Keith 
Todd, spokesman for the 
Kentucky Department of 
Highways’ of f ice in Re-
idland.

“Essentially we weren’t 
able to come up with good 
cost estimates until we got 
down to the final four de-
signs,” Todd said.

The two bridges had been 
projected to cost a total of 
between $200 million and 
$300 million, Todd said.

“In recent weeks our 
consultant came forward 
with more realistic cost 
estimates that put the to-
tal cost of the two bridges 
at up to $540 million,” Bill 
Gulick, executive adviser 
in the Transpor tat ion 
Cabinet, said in a news 
release. “That estimate 
would have likely pushed 
construction of the bridg-
es back 10 to 20 years or 

more.”
Executive staff in Frank-

fort asked the design team 
to go back through the de-
signs and look for ways to 
save money, Todd said.

“I would think we could 
come back in a couple of 
months and combine the 
need for economy and the 
input from the public,” 
Todd said.

A new public meeting 
will be scheduled at that 
point, he said.

The construction time-
line calls for work to be-
gin on bridge piers in 2010 
and 2011. Construction on 
an eight-mile section of 
the highway in the Land 
Between the Lakes has be-
gun. Eventually the bridg-
es will replace the Eggn-
er’s Ferry Bridge across 
Kentucky Lake at Aurora 
and the Lawrence Memo-
rial Bridge across Lake 
Barkley at Canton.

For more information 
on the bridge project, visit 
www.lakebridges.com.

Shelley Byrne can be 
contacted at 575-8667.

incentives that could be ap-
proved this month.

Whitfield said Kentucky’s 
congressional delegation will 
do all it can to see that the 
project becomes reality. 

“All of us will be helpful 
in making it happen because 
these are the kinds of devel-
opments we want in Ken-
tucky to create jobs and are 
the type of things we need 
to solve our energy problems 
for the long term.”

Bunning, in a phone inter-
view during his weekly news 
conference with Kentucky re-
porters, said a consortium of 
about five major companies, 
including British Petroleum, 
is planning the project.

Bunning said he’s been 
told the project includes sev-
eral stages. The first is the 
coal-to-diesel plant, and the 
second stage is a coal-to-avia-
tion fuel plant.

“It would cost $2 billion to 
$3 billion to start with and up 
to $5 billion when the aviation 
fuel plant is built,” Bunning 
said. “The proposed Paducah 
plant, which could produce 
more than 200,000 barrels per 
day when fully completed, 
would be the first large-scale 
coal-to-liquid plant in the 
United States and would be 
larger than all three of the 
coal-to-liquid plants in South 

Africa combined.”
If the project is successful, 

it would serve as a national 
model for future plants that 
would create significant in-
vestments, Bunning said. 
Fuel could be produced for 
$65 a barrel or less, he added. 
Crude oil currently sells for 
more than $130 a barrel.

Bunning said federal in-
centives are expected to in-
clude tax credits, accelerated 
depreciation for energy in-
vestment, a 50-cent per gal-
lon alternative fuel credit and 
carbon capture incentives.

“These programs will 
require extensions and ad-
ditional appropriations in 
order for the Paducah plant 
to apply,” he said.

McConnell said using Ken-
tucky coal to meet the nation’s 
energy needs is important to 
energy independence.

“Greater use of coal-to-
liquid fuel technology would 
take full advantage of this 
natural resource, which 
Kentucky has in abundance, 
while also benefiting our en-
vironment and creating jobs 
here at home,” McConnell 
said. “As an added bonus, 
the more fuel derived from 
coal we can use, the less oil 
we will need, thus reducing 
prices at the gas pump.”

 
Bill Bartleman can be 
contacted at 575-8651.

with the new operators of the 
Executive Inn, who offered an 
update on the progress at the 
hotel. Bill Parsons of Space 
Coast Hospitality Management 
Services, the company which 
will operate the hotel, said the 
rooms could be renovated be-
fore the 2009 quilt show. Rep-
resentatives from Holiday Inn 
visited the hotel Tuesday; the 
company is considering a pro-
posal from the hotel to use its 
upscale Crowne Plaza brand. 
An agreement on an improve-
ment plan for the hotel to meet 
the company’s standards could 
be reached by the end of the 
month, Parsons said.

John Q. Hammons Hotels 
owns and operates more than 
70 upscale hotels in 24 states. 
The Springfield Exposition 
Center, which is owned by the 
city of Springfield but operated 
by the Hammons company, is 
located across the street from 
the University Plaza Hotel on 
John Q. Hammons Parkway.

Mayor Bill Paxton said his 
main concern wasn’t where the 
show might go but that it not 
leave in the first place.

“If it wasn’t them, it was 
going to be somebody else,” 
he said of the Hammons com-
pany. “It’s not worth getting 
upset about. Am I happy about 
it? No.”

Tracy Kimberlin, executive 

director of the Springfield 
Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau, confirmed the ongoing 
talks with AQS and the Ham-
mons company.

Pottberg said the exposition 
center has made one-year and 
multiple-year proposals for 
the show.

Browning said she has 
dozens of proposals from 
cities who want to host the 
quilt show, which began in 
Paducah more than 20 years 
ago. AQS is considering the 
move because of complaints 
from visitors and vendors 
about the past two shows held 
in the Julian Carroll Conven-
tion Center and the Paducah 
Expo Center, which are con-
nected to the Executive Inn.

“This is a huge decision 
for our company to make,” 
Browning said. “Of course, 
there isn’t a single person at 
AQS who wouldn’t prefer it to 
happen (in Paducah). We just 
don’t know if that’s possible.

“If you asked me to decide 
right now, we’d probably flip a 
coin, because we don’t know.”

C.D. Bradley can be con-
tacted at 575-8617.

COAL:  Coal-to-aviation fuel plant 
one of several stages for project

CONTINUED FROM 1A

BRIDGES:  Two structures were 
projected to cost $500 million

CONTINUED FROM 1A

QUILT:  Springfield location made 
multiple proposals for quilt show

CONTINUED FROM 1A
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M E T R O P O L I S ,  I l l . 
—  M c K e n z e e  B r o o k e 
Castaneda, 14, passed away 
at 6:35 p.m., Saturday, June 
7, 2008, as a result of injuries 
sustained in an automobile 
accident on Illinois 145 north 
of Metropolis.

McKen-
z e e  wa s 
born Dec. 
28, 1993, 
i n  C a r -
bondale to 
M i c h a e l 
Castaneda 
and Bran-
dee (Bur-
den).

She graduated recently 
from the 8th grade at Massac 
County Junior High School. 
She was very active in school. 
She played on her school soft-
ball team that finished second 
place at state this past season. 
She also participated on the 
A Team volleyball squad. She 
was a member of the Brook-
port Church of God.

She is survived by her 
mother and stepfather, Bran-
dee and Brian Harmon of Me-
tropolis; father, Michael Cas-
taneda of Brookport; sister, 
Lenzee Castaneda, brother, 
Jaden Castaneda, both of Me-
tropolis; stepbrother, Justin 
Harmon of Metropolis; ma-
ternal grandparents, Hubert 
Jr. and Pamela Burden of 
Brookport; paternal grand-
parents, Wayne and Elia B. 
Pruitt of Brookport; mater-
nal great-grandparents, Oris 

and Ruth Turner of Grand 
Tower, and Alma Burden of 
Henderson, Ky. ; paternal 
great-grandparents, Arturo 
V. and Isabel Lara Camargo 
of Skidmore, Ky.; stepgrand-
parents, Maurice and Sarah 
Harmon of Metropolis; uncles 
and aunts, Derrick Pruitt of 
Brookport, Melissa Harmon 
of Metropolis, Eliza and Ran-
dy Moore of Clarksdale, Miss., 
Lupe and Angie Constante of 
Brookport, Joe and Dora Lara 
of Brookport, and Raul and 
Anna Lara of Elizabethtown, 
Ky.; and several great-aunts, 
great-uncles and cousins.

She was preceded in death 
by her great-grandpa, Hubert 
Burden Sr.

Celebration of Life Service 
will be 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 11, 2008, in Brookport 
Church of God with Rev. 
Charles Tate officiating. Inter-
ment will follow in Otterbein 
Cemetery in Pope County.

Visitation will be from 5 to 
9 p.m. Tuesday in Brookport 
Church of God, located at the 
intersection of 4th and George 
Streets in Brookport.

Memorials may be made to 
the Brookport Church of God 
Youth Group.

Pyle Funeral Home in John-
ston City is entrusted with ar-
rangements.

Please join the family in 
honoring the memory of McK-
enzee Castaneda by visiting 
pylefuneralhome.com and 
posting your tributes and 
memories.

 McKenzee Brooke Castaneda

Funeral notices
Paid obituaries furnished to The Paducah Sun by mortuaries.

M E T R O P O L I S ,  I l l .  — 
Funeral services for Mary 
Frances Koch, age 84, of 
Metropolis will be held at 11 
a.m. Thursday, June 12, 2008, 
at St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Church. Rev. Tom Emmerson 
w i l l  o f f i c i a t e .  B u r i a l 
wil l fol low in the church 
cemetery.

Mrs. Koch passed away 
at 2:50 p.m. Sunday, June 8, 
2008, at Southgate Nursing & 
Rehabilitation.

Mrs. Koch was a lifelong 
member of St. Stephen’s Lu-
theran Church.

She is survived by two 
sons, Ronnie Koch and wife, 
Melanie, of Metropolis and 
Donnie Koch and wife, Kim-
berly, of Brookport; seven 
grandchildren, Kathye Rose 
of Metropolis, Martie Stub-
blefield of St. Louis, Kristy 
Koch Stephenson of Metropo-
lis, David Koch of Brookport, 
Brian Koch of Brookport, 
Cord Koch of Metropolis and 
Cameron Koch of Metropolis; 

six great-grandchildren; two 
brothers, Cecil Westerman of 
Metropolis and Cletus Wes-
terman of Hampton, Va.; one 
sister-in-law, Frieda Koch of 
Metropolis; and several niec-
es and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Noah E. 
Koch; one son, Warren Koch; 
and one daughter-in-law, 
Lynn Koch. Her parents were 
William and Amanda (Ober-
mark) Westerman.

Visitation will be held after 
6 p.m. Wednesday, June 11, 
2008, at Miller Funeral Home 
in Metropolis, and after 9 
a.m. Thursday, June 12, 2008, 
at the church.

Memorials may be made 
to St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Church, 6874 Midway Road, 
Metropolis, IL 62960.

Pianist: Stecia Gregory.
Pallbearers:  David Koch, 

Brian Koch, Cord Koch, Cam-
eron Koch, Barry Stephenson, 
Ricky Rose, Jim Stubblefield 
and Adam Westerman.

Mary Frances Koch

Jean Smith, age 86, of 
Paducah passed away Monday, 
June 9, 2008, at Western Baptist 
Hospital.

Born Jean Marie McCann in 
Dublin, Ireland, in 1922, Mrs. 
Smith came to America with 
her parents and twin sister, 
Joyce. They resided in a farm-
ing community in southern 
Wisconsin.

During World War II, Mrs. 
Smith served in the U.S. Army 
Women’s Army Corps, in Geor-
gia.

Later she married Richard 
Smith and they owned a res-
taurant in Chicago’s Logan 
Square. She met many office 
holders and sports stars.

From Chicago the Smith’s 
owned a restaurant in southern 
Illinois. She was of the Roman 

Catholic faith.
While in Paducah, following 

the death of her husband, Mrs. 
Smith was active in improve-
ments in public housing. She 
also served as president of the 
Blackburn Court Crime Stop-
pers unit. Mrs. Smith was 
known on the southside for her 
coffee and good advice to her 
neighbors.

Survivors include a son, 
James R. Smith; two grand-
sons, James R. Smith Jr., and 
Kevin Smith, all of Paducah, 
and a host of friends.

Memorial services will be 
held at a later date.

Lindsey Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. Con-
dolences may be left online at 
rothandlindseyfh.com.

Jean Smith

 Ricky Noonan
MAYFIELD, Ky. — Ricky 

Noonan, 23, of Mayf ield 
died at 1:52 p.m. Tuesday at 
Lourdes hospital in Paducah.

Arrangements were in-
complete at Mason’s Funeral 
Home in Mayfield.

Billie Jo Brown
G I L B E R T S V I L L E ,  K y . 

—  Bi l lie Jo Brown, 57, of 
Gilbertsville died at 8:45 a.m. 
Tuesday at her home.

Arrangements were incom-
plete at Collier Funeral Home 
in Benton.

Richard Eaves
Services for Richard L. 

Eaves, 45, of Nashville, Tenn., 
formerly of Paducah, will be 

at 11 a.m. 
Friday at 
L i n d s e y 
F u n e r a l 
Home i n 
Paducah. 
The Rev. 
T e r r y 
Henderson 
will offici-
ate, with 

burial in Mount Kenton Cem-
etery.

Mr. Eaves died Sunday at 
Southern Hills Medical Cen-
ter in Nashville.

He owned and operated 
Eaves and Associates in Nash-
ville, where he was a financial 
adviser and real estate agent. 
He was the former owner of 
VIP Limousine Service and 
a former postal worker in 
Paducah. He was a graduate 
of Reidland High School. He 
was of the Baptist faith.

He was survived by his 
wife, Crystal Eaves; two sons, 
Brandon R. Eaves of New York 
and Brayden C. Eaves of An-
tioch, Tenn.; one adopted son, 
Austin Eaves of St. Louis; two 
stepsons, DeAndré M. Patter-
son and Blair Bard, both of 
Paducah; one adopted daugh-
ter, Amber Eaves of Murray; 
one stepdaughter, Ashlynn 
Bard of Paducah; his moth-
er, Ann Eaves of Memphis; 
his father, Charles Eaves of 
Paducah; two brothers, Jeff 
Carneal of Franklin, Tenn., 
and Bryan Eaves of Apex, 
N.C.; one sister, Suzanne Rob-
erts of Paducah; four nieces; 
and four nephews.

Friends may call after 5 
p.m. Thursday at the funeral 
home.

Expressions of sympathy 
may take the form of contri-
butions to American Cancer 
Society, 3140 Parisa Drive, 
Paducah, KY 42003.

Charles Taylor
Services for Charles M. Tay-

lor, 68, of Paducah will be at 2 
p.m. Friday at Milner & Orr 

F u n e r a l 
Home o f 
Paducah. 
The Revs. 
H a r o l d 
C o u n c i l , 
J i m m y 
F r a n k s 
and Top-
per Coun-
c i l  w i l l 

officiate. Burial will be at 
Maplelawn Park Cemetery.

Mr. Taylor died at 12:45 a.m. 
Tuesday at Western Baptist 
Hospital.

A native of Union County, 
he retired from the mainte-
nance department at Air 
Products and was a member of 
Oil Chemical & Atomic Work-
ers International Union Lo-
cal No. 3-727. Mr. Taylor was a 
member of Southland Baptist 
Temple.

Surviving are his wife of 50 
years, Anna Sue Heflin Tay-
lor; one son, Joseph Wayne 
Taylor of Louisvi l le ; one 
brother, Donald Taylor Jr. of 
Ratoul, Ill.; and two grandchil-
dren, Amandi Richel Taylor of 
Clarksville, Ind., and Dustin 
James Taylor of Paducah.

He was preceded in death 
by three sisters and two broth-
ers. His parents were Donald 
Taylor Sr. and Vera Etta Hef-
fington Taylor Davis.

Friends may call after 5 
p.m. Thursday at the funeral 
home.

Expressions of sympathy 
may take the form of contri-
butions to Southland Baptist 
Temple, 927 Yarbro Lane, 
Paducah, KY 42003.

Betty Kean
MAYFIELD, Ky. — Betty 

W. Kean, 88, of Mayfield, 
formerly of Pennsylvania, 
died at 1:10 a.m. Tuesday at 
Jackson Purchase Medical 
Center.

Arrangements were incom-
plete at Byrn Funeral Home.

BENTON, Ky. — Private 
family graveside services 
for Vinson Edwards, 89, of 
Benton will be Wednesday, 
June 11, 2008, at Edwards 

Cemetery. 
L e e 
Edwa rds 
w i l l  
officiate.

M r .  
Edwa rds 
died Sun-
day, June 
8 ,  2 0 0 8 , 
a t  B r i t -

thaven of Benton.
Surviving are his wife, 

Elizabeth L. (Jackson) Ed-
wards; two daughters, Pam 
Bruce and Nancy Maupin, 
both of Benton; two sons, Da-

vid J. Edwards and Michael 
L. Edwards, both of Benton; 
nine grandchildren; one step-
grandchild; 12 great-grand-
children; three step-great-
grandchildren; and seven 
great-great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by one sister, Mary Ann Rich-
ards, and one brother, Scott 
Edwards Jr. His parents were 
Scott Edwards Sr. and Opal 
Love Hiett Edwards.

Visitation was from 5 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, June 10, 2008, 
at Col lier Funeral Home. 
Friends may also call from 7 
a.m. to noon Wednesday, June 
11, 2008, at the funeral home.

Condolences may be ex-
pressed online at collierfu-
neralhome.com.

Vinson Edwards

Funeral notices
Paid obituaries furnished to The Paducah Sun by mortuaries.

 Michael Veitch
CADIZ, Ky. —  Services 

for Michael John Veitch, 
48, of Cadiz will be at 2 p.m. 
Saturday at his home. Burial 
wil l be later at Arlington 
National Cemetery.

Mr. Veitch died at 5:50 a.m. 
Tuesday at his home.

A native of Lowville, N.Y., 
he was an account manager 
for Hagemeyer in Charles-
ton, S.C., and of the Catholic 
faith. A U.S. Army veteran, 
he served in the 1989 invasion 
of Panama, Operation Just 
Cause, and also served in the 
National Guard in Oklahoma 
City.

Surviving are his wife of 
29 years, Jodi Veitch; one son, 
Landon Veitch of Corvallis, 
Ore.; three daughters, Shanell  
Veitch, Kacee  Veitch and 
Britny  Veitch, all of Cadiz; 
two brothers; and one grand-
daughter.

King’s Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Expressions of sympathy 
may take the form of contri-
butions to the Brain Tumor 
Association, 1350 Avenue of 
the Americas, Suite 1200, New 
York, NY 10019.

Ida Faye Sachs
A D E L A N T O,  C a l i f .  — 

Services for Ida Faye Sachs, 
64, of Adelanto will be at 1 
p.m. Friday at Desert View 
Funeral Home in Victorville. 
Dr. Ken Kiner will officiate, 
with burial in Desert View 
Memorial Park in Victorville.

Mrs. Sachs died at 11:40 
a.m. Friday at Victorville.

She was a member of First 
Assembly of God Church in 
Victorville.

She is survived by her hus-
band, John R. Sachs; one son, 
John R. Sachs II of Adelanto; 
one daughter, Sheri Lynn 
Stiebel of Duarte; four sisters, 
Maye Davis of Bardwell, Ky., 
June Laughlin of Cairo, Ill., 
Joyce Grissom of Fairview 
Heights, Ill., and Rose North-
way of Beecher City, Ill.; her 
mother, Kathryn Eppes of Cai-
ro; and three grandchildren.

Her father was John Henry 
Eppes.

Friends may call after noon 
Friday at the funeral home.

Virgil Dodd
Graveside services for Vir-

gil T. Dodd, 47, of Paducah 
will be at 11 a.m. Thursday at 
McCracken County Cemetery. 
Dr. Kenneth Brown will of-
ficiate.

Mr. Dodd died at 11:30 p.m. 
June 5 at his home.

He is survived by two 
daughters, Jessica Hines 
and Johnna  Dodd, both 
of Paducah; two brothers, 
Tommy Dodd of the Philip-
pines and James Airsman of 
Paducah; one granddaughter; 
and two nieces.

There will be no visitation.
Keeling Family Funeral 

Home is handling arrange-
ment.

Mary Lou Erwin
MAYFIELD, Ky. — Services 

for Mary Lou Erwin, 88, of 
Paris, Tenn., formerly of 

Mayf ield, 
w i l l  b e 
at 2 p.m. 
Thursday 
a t  B y r n 
F u n e r a l 
Home with 
t he  Rev. 
R o b e r t 
J o h n s o n 
officiating. 

Burial will be at Highland 
Park Cemetery.

Mrs. Erwin died at 9:55 p.m. 
Sunday at Paris Manor.

She was a member of First 
Baptist Church.

Surviving are one son, 
George Edward Erwin of San 
Antonio; one daughter, Mary 
Ann Tatum of Scott City, Mo.; 
five grandchildren; and four 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, George L. 
Erwin; three brothers; and 
one sister. Her parents were 
Woodard and Daisy Wicker 
Outland.

Friends may call after noon 
Thursday at the funeral home.

Eugene Buford
TAMMS, Ill. —  Services for 

Eugene Buford, 77, of Anna, 
formerly of Tamms, will be at 
10:30 a.m. Thursday at Jones 
Funeral Home in Tamms. 
Burial will be at West Side 
Cemetery in Ullin.

Mr. Buford died at 9:20 p.m. 
Monday at Memorial Hospital 
of Carbondale.

He was a native of Miller 
City.

There are no immediate 
survivors.

Friends may call after 10 
a.m. Thursday at the funeral 
home.

Richard Jewell
KEVIL ,  Ky.  —  Richard 

Jewell, 57, of Kevil died at 
10:03 p.m. Monday at Western 
Baptist Hospital in Paducah.

Services will be at 2 p.m. 
Saturday at Jones Funeral 
Home of Kevil.

Other arrangements were 
incomplete.

Cathy Bolen
Cathy E. Bolen, 51, of India-

napolis, formerly of Paducah, 
died at 5:46 p.m. Monday at 
Community East Hospital.

Arrangements were incom-
plete at Pettus-Rowland Fu-
neral Home.

Rhoda Brown
Rhoda A. Brown, 50, of 

Paducah died at 5:25 a.m. 
Tuesday at Lourdes hospital.

Arrangements were incom-
plete at Pettus-Rowland Fu-
neral Home.

BY C.D. BRADLEY
cdbradley@paducahsun.com

The Paducah City Com-
mission introduced an 
ordinance Tuesday to 
extend the due date on a 
$600,000 loan to the Great-
er Paducah Economic De-
velopment Council for land 
acquisition in Riverport 
West.

In a letter requesting the 
extension, GPEDC Chair-
man Rex Smith wrote, “We 
are in the process of nego-
tiating with a client look-
ing at a development in the 
Riverport West, and this is 
a very crucial time for this 
project.”

Riverport West is be-
lieved to be the site under 
consideration by Clean 
Coal Power Resources, 
an Illinois firm that has 
requested economic devel-
opment incentives from 
the state for a plant in Mc-
Cracken County. The same 
firm’s plans for a 2,000-em-
ployee plant in Cairo, Ill., 
were scuttled over land 
acquisition issues.

City Manager Jim Zum-
walt said the GPEDC be-
gan acquiring property 
in the area after several 
rounds of securing options 
for potential projects that 
did not materialize. The 
loan was made in Septem-
ber and had been due in 
March. GPEDC requested 
a six-month extension from 
both the city and county in 
March; the county grant-
ed the extension shortly 
thereafter.

The city is scheduled to 
vote on the extension, and 
all other ordinances intro-
duced Tuesday, on June 24.

In other business, the 
commission:

� Agreed to raise the 
monthly residential gar-
bage collection bill from 
$15.35 to $16.50, a 7.5 per-
cent increase.

� Hired four police of-
ficers — Matthew M. Reed, 
Nathan C. Jaimet, Jason 
D. Hicks and Christopher 
Fearon — and accepted the 
retirement of Sgt. J.P. Rob-
erts.

The net gain of three 
police officers leaves the 
department eight short of 
full staffing, Chief Randy 
Bratton said.

Employment testing is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
and Bratton said if the 38 
people who signed up for 
the quarterly test do so, it 
would be the most since he 
was hired in 2001.

� Changed the name of 
South 2nd Street to Ma-
rine Way to recognize the 
numerous river industries 
located there.

� Introduced the city’s 
2008-2009 budget, which to-
tals $43.5 million.

� Introduced an ordi-
nance to accept a $92,500 
bid for the installation of a 
temporary ice rink down-
town for the holiday sea-
son.

C.D. Bradley can be con-
tacted at 575-8617.

Paducah
proposes
extending
loan term

The Agenda is a list-
ing of government meet-
ings today.

�  McCracken County 
Planning Commission 
— 1:30 p.m., down-
stairs conference room, 
McCracken County 
Courthouse.

Agenda
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The weather is hot, the 
wind is blowing and the 
rain is scarce, a bad combi-
nation for firefighters. 

Reid land-Fa rley F i re 
Chief Richard Tapp said 
conditions are right for field 
fires and brush fires be-
cause of the heat, humidity 
and wind.

So far, Tapp said, his de-
partment hasn’t seen an 
increase in field fires, but 
Tapp noted that McCracken 
County sheriff ’s deputies 
had to put out a small field 
fire caused by the exhaust 
system of a cruiser last 
week during an arrest. Still, 
Tapp said his department is 
on the lookout for field fires 
because summer is finally 
here.

“It’s that time of year,” 
Tapp said. “We’re out of the 
spring burning ban, but 
if this weather continues 
it might be a red f lag. We 
could start seeing increases 
in fires.”

Mark Claxton, chief of 
the La Center Rural Fire 
Department, said his de-

partment hasn’t seen an in-
crease in field fires, but the 
wind and humidity concern 
Claxton.

“We’re alert due to the 
wind,” Claxton said. “I f 
you do have a fire, the wind 
spreads it and humidity 
helps the fire, too.”

Mike York,  a meteo -
rologist with the National 
Weather Service at Barkley 
Regional Airport, said tem-
peratures lately have been 5 
to 15 degrees above average.

York said humidity is also 
higher than normal  creat-
ing a 10-day dry period.

Storms Monday night 
boosted the monthly total of 
rainfall to around a quarter 
of an inch, down from the 
inch to 1.5  inches that York 
says is normal for June. 
York said a high pressure 
front in Georgia is pushing 
rain normally hitting the 
area father north, keeping 
Kentucky counties unusu-
ally dry. 

Tapp offered these tips to 
prevent a field fire: 

�  Only burn ordinary 
combustibles.

�  Make sure you have 30 

feet of clear area and stay 
with the object until extin-
guished.

�  Avoid  a reas  w i t h 
shrubs, t rees and wood 
fences.

The story is different for 
many farmers. 

Tom Miller with the Bal-
lard County Cooperative 
Extension Service said the 
conditions are helping the 
corn and wheat crops. 

The area had enough wa-
ter early in the season to 
sustain those crops, Miller 
said, and the weather has 
dried wheat for the upcom-
ing harvest.

“Another two weeks of 90-
degree temperatures with 
no rains would be trouble 
for us.”

The weather service fore-
casts area temperatures to 
return to the low 90s today 
and for the rest of the week, 
with a small chance of rain 
on Friday and Saturday. 
Lows will be in the high 
60s to mid 70s for the rest 
of week.  

Kenny Colston can be 
contacted at 575-8652.

Weather raises fire riskBarge removed
from along bridge

DES MOINES, Iowa — 
Three barges loaded with 
corn broke loose from a 
towboat and slammed into 
a bridge over the swollen 
Mississippi River, authori-
ties said Tuesday.

The two-lane bridge 
between Dubuque and 
East Dubuque, Ill., was 
closed following Monday 
night’s wreck. No one was 
injured.

One barge, which start-
ed sinking, was unloaded 
Tuesday and removed. 
Workers were trying to un-
load the other two barges 
that remained floating but 
pinned under the bridge.

A Marquette Transporta-
tion towboat was pushing 
15 barges when three 
broke loose and the re-
maining barges collided 
with other barges along 
the shore. They were col-
lected and secured.

Pension agreement
may bring session

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Ken-
tucky lawmakers say 
they’ve agreed on a pro-
posal aimed at strengthen-
ing the state’s financially 
troubled pension system, 
and the governor indicated 
he would call a special 
session for the plan to be 
considered.

House and Senate lead-
ers who met Tuesday said 
they agreed on a plan 
and would ask Gov. Steve 
Beshear to call the special 
session. Beshear’s office 
issued a statement say-
ing he would call a special 
session for June 23 if final 
details of a draft bill are 
worked out.

“We’ve got a good start, 
and I think the people 
of Kentucky deserve it,” 
House Speaker Jody Rich-
ards said. 

Kentucky’s state re-
tirement system covers  
benefits for more than 
445,000 people. The sys-
tem is facing an unfunded 
liability of more than $26 
billion.

Among the proposed 
changes — which would 
affect only new hires 
— state employees would 
have to wait until the sum 
of their age and years of 
employment totaled 87 
to retire with full benefits. 
Employees who are 65 or 
older could retire with full 
benefits and five years of 
service. The plan would 
also require new employ-
ees to contribute 1 per-
cent of their salaries to 
health insurance.

Rep. Mike Cherry, D-
Princeton, said the plan 
could stop the state’s 
unfunded liability from 
increasing by up to $250 
million per year.

Ford reduces
extent of layoffs

LOUISVILLE, Ky.  — A 
Ford Motor Co. spokes-
woman says the company 
will reduce production at 
its Louisville Assembly 
Plant but has scrapped a 
plan to lay off some 570 

auto workers next month.
Spokeswoman Angie 

Kozleski says the move 
will keep workers actively 
involved in the plant. Pro-
duction of the Explorer 
sport utility vehicle at the 
plant will be cut back from 
two shifts to one, but the 
company will keep the 
approximately 2,000 work-
ers through rolling weekly 
layoffs.

Son’s sunburn gets
dad abuse charge

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Po-
lice in Berea charged a 
man after his 2-year-old 
son was sunburned.

Authorities charged 
Bobby Jones, 27, with 
criminal abuse, saying he 
didn’t take adequate care 
to make certain the boy 
didn’t come to harm.

Officers said Jones left 
the child out in the sun 
for at least 90 minutes 
Sunday without applying 
sunscreen.

Doctors said the boy 
had second- and third-de-
gree burns.

The child’s mother re-
ported the burns after she 
picked up her son.

Ohio judge rejects
lethal injection

ELYRIA, Ohio — Ohio’s 
method of putting prison-
ers to death is unconsti-
tutional because two of 
three drugs it uses for 
lethal injection can cause 
“an agonizing and painful 
death,” a county judge 
ruled Tuesday.

Ohio must stop using 
its three-drug combination 
and instead use a single, 
anesthetic drug to execute 
its condemned prisoners, 
because the current lethal 
injection process doesn’t 
provide the quick and 
painless death required 
by Ohio law, Lorain County 
Common Pleas Judge 
James Burge said.

Burge ruled in favor of 
Ruben Rivera and Ronald 

McCloud, who are awaiting 
trial in separate murders 
cases and could receive 
death sentences if con-
victed.

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — On-
line forums where thou-
sands of child-porn imag-
es have been posted have 
been stricken from three 
Internet providers, includ-
ing two of the nation’s five 
largest, New York Attorney 
General Andrew Cuomo 
announced Tuesday.

Verizon, Time Warner Ca-
ble and Sprint agreed with 
Cuomo to block access to 
child pornography dissemi-
nated through newsgroups 
and user groups, a hard-
to-regulate sector of the 
Internet designed to bring 
together users with like 
interests.

With the agreement an-
nounced Tuesday, Cuomo 
skipped over the untold 
number of individual users 
accessing child porn and 

Associated Press

Workers and inspection crews  begin to unload 
a half-submerged barge Tuesday in Dubuque, Ia. The 
barge had been lost from a tow of Paducah-based Mar-
quette Transportation.
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Associated Press
D E S  M O I N E S ,  I o w a 

—  R ising r ivers  w iped 
ou t  a n  Iowa  r a i l r o a d 
br idge Tuesday, f looded 
I l l i no i s  f a r m l a nd  a nd 
forced residents along the 
Mississippi River to prepare 
for what could be the worst 
flooding in 15 years.

In Cedar Falls, Iowa, offi-
cials were readying residents 
and downtown business own-
ers to evacuate as the Cedar 
River threatened to spill over 
a levee. The river was ex-
pected to top the levee early 
today, prompting a mandato-
ry evacuation of downtown, 
Mayor Jon Crews said.

“I’ve been downtown for 
37 years and I have never 
seen anything like this,” said 
Steve Schomaker, a partner 
in a local insurance compa-
ny.

In nearby Waterloo, fast-

moving water swept away 
a railroad bridge used to 
transport tractors from a 

John Deere factory to Cedar 
Rapids. It also prompted the 
city to shut its downtown and 

close five bridges.
In southeastern Illinois, le-

vee breaks Tuesday f looded 

50 to 75 square miles of farm-
land along the Embarras 
River, forcing the evacuation 
of homes northeast of Law-
rencevil le, said Lawrence 
County Sheriff Russell Ad-
ams. He said water was up to 
the roofs of some homes.

In Elnora, Ind., about 100 
miles southwest of Indianap-
olis, berms of white sandbags 
and concrete barriers held 
back the White River, leav-
ing residents litt le choice 
but to wait and watch. Most 
residents left after voluntary 
evacuation orders came late 
Monday, two days after the 
area got up to 10 inches of 
rain.

A long the Mississippi 
River, the National Weath-
er Service on Tuesday pre-
dicted crests of 10 feet above 

f lood stage and higher over 
the next two weeks. Most of 
the towns are protected by 
levees, but outlying areas 
could be flooded.

Canton, Mo., about 150 
miles north of St. Louis, 
could get the worst of the 
Mississippi River’s flooding. 
The town of 2,500 is expected 
to see a crest on June 18 that 
is nearly 12 feet above flood 
stage.

Mayor Joe Clark said 
the levee is high enough to 
protect the community, but 
a sandbagging operation 
is planned to make sure it 
holds.

In Wisconsin on Tuesday, 
engineers and contractors be-
gan repairing damage done 
when 267-acre Lake Delton 
overflowed and drained.

BY KENNY COLSTON
news@paducahsun.com

A Paducahan is helping 
people in the Midwest battle 
flooding. Eric Laszewski, who 
retired three years ago, ar-
rived Tuesday at Cedar Falls, 
Iowa. 

Laszewski is experienc-
ing his first deployment for 
the Red Cross, after being 
trained in Paducah. Laszews-
ki arrived at 3 a.m. and went 
to work on communications 
and computer networks to 
help keep volunteer agencies 
in contact. 

The American Red Cross 
is paying his expenses, said 
Glenda Adkisson, Paducah 
chapter executive director. 
She said the typical deploy-
ment is three weeks or less, 
but Laszewski said that of-
ficials told him he would be 
staying four or five weeks. 

Adkisson said the roads to 
Laszewski’s hotel were shut 
down, preventing him and 
other volunteers from getting 
their belongings. That’s not 
surprising in Cedar Falls, 
where the Cedar River was 
expected to reach 15 feet 
above flood level. 

“We expect the levee to 
break in a few hours,” Lasze-
wski said Tuesday afternoon. 
“We’re evacuating 20,000 peo-
ple right now.”

The experience is a long 
trip away from Laszewski’s 
former IT job with Microsoft. 

In addition to Laszewski, 
Adk isson sa id  t hat  t he 
Paducah Red Cross has sent 
five volunteers to central In-
diana, where f looding has 
shut down parts of Interstate 
64. 

Kenny Colston can be con-
tacted at 575-8652. 

Paducahan
joins flood
relief effort

Iowans battle floods; Mississippi fuels more worries

Associated Press

Floodwaters sweep away part of a Union Pacific bridge on the Cedar River in down-
town Waterloo, Iowa, on Tuesday.
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